Plymouth Township Government Study Commission
925 West Main Street
Plymouth, PA 18651

August __, 2011

TO THE CITIZENS OF PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP:
The Plymouth Township Government Study Commission is pleased to present to you its
Report and Recommended Home Rule Charter.
This report is the result of 15 months of thorough study, research, and deliberations
during which time the present form of Township government was examined, deficiencies
identified, alternatives considered, and improvements developed. At its more than 30 meetings
and two public hearings and in the course of its other activities, the Commission heard and
benefited from the comments and suggestions of Plymouth Township’s elected officials,
representatives of other Pennsylvania townships, representatives of home rule municipalities,
others knowledgeable in the operations of township government, and citizens of the Township.
The Recommended Home Rule Charter provides for needed change in the present form
of Township government. It will strengthen our Township; increase citizen participation through
initiative and referendum; provide a more clearly defined and public budget process; require a
personnel policy; make the Township more efficient, accountable, and responsible; and provide
the flexibility to better respond to the current and future needs of the Township and its citizens.
The question on adopting the Recommended Home Rule Charter will be placed on the
November 8, 2011, election ballot.
The Plymouth Township Government Study Commission expresses its appreciation to all
who assisted in successfully fulfilling its responsibilities to the citizens of the Township.
Respectfully submitted,

Edward Nowak
Chairman
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CITIZENS OF PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP AND
QUESTION TO BE PLACED ON THE NOVEMBER 8, 2011 BALLOT
The Plymouth Township Government Study Commission unanimously recommends that
Plymouth Township adopt the Home Rule Charter prepared by the Commission as authorized by
the Pennsylvania Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law (Act of April 13, 1972, PL 883, as
amended).
Based upon this recommendation, a question will be placed on the
November 8, 2011, ballot at which time the voters of Plymouth Township will vote on the
following question:
“Shall the Home Rule Charter contained in the report dated August __, 2011, of the
Plymouth Township Government Study Commission, prepared in accordance with the
Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, be adopted by Plymouth Township?”
Yes____

No____

The following interpretative statement will accompany the question on the ballot: “A vote
of YES is a vote to change the form of government of Plymouth Township to a Home
Rule Charter; a vote of NO is a vote that the form of government not be changed”

If approved by the voters, the Home Rule Charter would become effective on the first
Monday in January of 2012.

STATEMENT TO THE CITIZENS OF PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP
We, the Plymouth Township Government Study Commission, after studying all the
available material and information, have voted unanimously to recommend to the citizens a
change in form of township government.
The weaknesses in the present Second Class Township Code form of government and the
advantages in the Home Rule Charter are contained in the following report.
After the voters created the Plymouth Township Government Study Commission in May
2010, the duty of its seven (7) members was to study the existing government, compare it to the
Home Rule Charter governments, and recommend which one, in its opinion, that is best suited to
the needs of the Township.
Our organizational meeting was held on June 6, 2010. Over the next 15 months more
than 30 public meetings were held, and many hours were spent studying reports and other
information made available from the Pennsylvania Economy League and other various sources.
Testimony was taken from present Plymouth Township Supervisors, representatives of other
Pennsylvania townships, representatives of home rule municipalities, others knowledgeable in
the operations of township government, and citizens of the Township. Two public hearings were

iii

held to provide the opportunity for the citizens of Plymouth Township to express their views.
We are indebted to all of these persons and others who assisted us by providing information
The Government Study Commission has worked long and hard to arrive at the
recommendation for a better form of government for the citizens of Plymouth Township. We
now place this recommendation in the best possible hands—those of THE PEOPLE.
It is now that the People of Plymouth Township must take over and complete the work of
this Government Study Commission. Every citizen now has the opportunity and obligation to
himself or herself and to his or her family to do the following:
1. Study and discuss this report and recommendation;
2. Vote on the Charter Question on November 8, 2011; and
3. Maintain a continued involvement in the affairs of our Township.
Respectfully Submitted,

Plymouth Township
Government Study Commission
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PRESENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT

1. Although the current Second Class Township Code covers many Pennsylvania
townships, the Government Study Commission has determined through our work that the
present Township government does not adequately meet the needs of the people of
Plymouth Township. We believe that the state’s Township Code does not provide a
coordinated system of administration with clear-cut lines of authority, continuity, and
fixed responsibility. Also we believe that the requirement for professional administration
is needed to administer the day-to-day operations of Township government.
2. The board of supervisors, as constituted under the Second Class Township Code, consists
of three members elected for six-year terms, each elected at different municipal elections.
The Commission believes that the supervisors should be limited to four-year terms, and
that staggered election of one and two supervisors should be chosen at the municipal
election. In this manner, the citizens can more easily effect a change in the majority of
the board of supervisors at a single election.
3. The current Second Class Township Code does not provide the tax flexibility that the
Township government needs to effectively raise the revenue necessary to equitably fund
Township operations. The proposed Home Rule Charter will provide that flexibility to
the board of supervisors.
4. There should be a defined budget process that is more open and requires at least one
public hearing. The budget should be required to be balanced, and tight controls should
exist on how and to whom payment of funds is made.
5. There should be an administrative code covering all Township officials, employees, and
members of boards and commissions.
6. There should be an independent auditor, selected on the basis of qualifications for a
specified term, appointed by the board of supervisors to conduct the annual audit of the
Township’s fiscal affairs. We believe that the election of auditors does not guarantee the
qualifications necessary to conduct a true independent audit of the fiscal position of the
Township.
The above listed weaknesses of the current form of government and the recommended changes
are in no sense a reflection on the abilities or sincerity of Plymouth Township’s past and present
supervisors and auditors. The Government Study Commission is grateful for the cooperative
spirit in which Plymouth Township officials conferred with member of this Government Study
Commission in studying the different forms of government.
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CONCLUSION
The voters of Plymouth Township have been presented with a chance for a significant say in the
future of the Township. Our study confirms that under a Home Rule Charter that Plymouth
Township will operate more effectively and economically than under the current form of
government. We urge the citizens of Plymouth Township to approve the proposed Home Rule
Charter on Election Day, November 8, 2011.
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RECOMMENDED HOME RULE CHARTER
FOR
PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP, PENNSYLVANIA
ARTICLE I
NAMES, BOUNDARIES, POWERS, CONSTRUCTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL
RELATIONS, LEGAL ADVERTISING
Section 101. Names. This Home Rule Charter of Plymouth Township shall be known and may be cited
as "the Charter." Plymouth Township shall continue to be a municipal corporation under its present name,
‘‘Plymouth Township.’’ As used in this charter, the word ‘‘Township’’ shall mean Plymouth Township in
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.
Section 102. Boundaries. The boundaries of the Township shall be the actual boundaries of the Township
at the time this charter takes effect and as they may be lawfully changed thereafter.
Section 103. Powers of the Township. The Township shall have all powers possible for it to have under
the constitution and laws of this state as fully and completely as though they were specifically enumerated
in this charter.
Section 104. Construction of the Charter Generally. The powers of the Township under this charter shall
be construed liberally in favor of the Township, and the specific mention of particular powers in the
charter shall not be construed as limiting in any way the general power stated in this article.
Section 105. Constitutional Construction. The provisions of this act are severable, and, if any of the
provisions are held to be unconstitutional, that decision shall not affect the validity of any of the
remaining provisions of this act. It is the legislative intent that this act would have been adopted had the
unconstitutional provision not been included.
Section 106. Intergovernmental Relations. The Township may exercise any of its powers or perform any
of its functions and may participate in the financing thereof, jointly or in cooperation, by contract or
otherwise, with any one or more states or civil divisions or agencies thereof, or the United States or any
agency thereof.
Section 107. Legal Advertising. When notice is required to be published by the Township in one or more
newspapers, unless otherwise specified, publication shall be made in the legal notice section in a
newspaper of general circulation in the Township.
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ARTICLE II ELECTION OF OFFICERS; VACANCIES IN OFFICE
Section 201. Township Officers to be Electors. No person is eligible for the office of supervisor or tax
collector in the Township unless that person is a registered elector of the Township, is at least 18 years of
age as of the date of his election to office, and shall have been a resident of the Township continuously
for a period of one year prior to the date of his election to office. Each supervisor or tax collector shall
continue to reside in the Township during their term of office.
Section 202. Officers to be Elected. The electors of the Township at large shall elect three supervisors
and one tax collector. No person shall at the same time hold more than one elected or appointed Township
office nor serve concurrently as an elected official and compensated employee of the Township
Section 203. Supervisors. At next municipal election following the adoption of this Charter, the electors
of the Township shall elect one supervisor to serve for a term of four years from the first Monday of
January after the election; at the second municipal election following the adoption of this Charter, the
electors of the Township shall elect one supervisor for a term of four years from the first Monday of
January after the election, and at the third municipal election following the adoption of this Charter the
electors of the Township shall elect one supervisor for a term of four years from the first Monday of
January after the election.
Section 204. Tax Collector. (a) At the municipal election in the year 2013 and at the municipal election
every four years after that, the electors of the Township shall elect one tax collector to serve for a term of
four years, except when vacancies create shorter terms, from the first Monday of January after the
election. (b) If the electors of the Township fail to choose a tax collector or if any person elected to the
office fails to give the required bond or to take the required oath, the vacancy shall be filled under section
205.
Section 205. Vacancies in General. If the electors of any Township fail to choose a supervisor or tax
collector or if any person elected to any office fails to serve in the office or if a vacancy occurs in the
office by death, resignation, removal from the Township or otherwise, the board of supervisors or the
vacancy board shall appoint a successor who is an elector of the Township, has resided in the Township
continuously for at least one year prior to their appointment, and is a registered member of the same
political party as of the date of the most recent election. Upon the failure of the board of supervisors to
make the appointment within thirty days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled within
fifteen additional days by the vacancy board. The vacancy board shall consist of the board of supervisors
and one elector of the Township, who shall be appointed by the board of supervisors at the board's first
meeting each calendar year or as soon after that as practical and who shall act as chair of the vacancy
board. If the vacancy board fails to fill the position within fifteen days, the chair of the vacancy board
shall, or if there is a vacancy in the chairmanship the remaining members of the vacancy board shall,
petition the court of common pleas to fill the vacancy without regards to political party. If two or more
vacancies in the office of supervisor occur on a three-member board, the court of common pleas shall fill
the vacancies without regards to political party membership upon presentation of a petition signed by not
less than fifteen electors of the Township. The successor so appointed shall hold the office until the first
Monday in January after the first municipal election which occurs more than sixty days after the vacancy
occurs, at which election an eligible person shall be elected for the unexpired term.
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ARTICLE III TOWNSHIP OFFICERS GENERALLY
Section 301. Oath of Office. Every person elected or appointed to Township office shall before assuming
the duties of the office take and subscribe an oath or affirmation before a notary public, district justice or
judge to support the Constitutions of the United States and of the Commonwealth and to perform the
duties of the office with fidelity. A copy of the oath or affirmation shall be filed with the Township
Secretary before assuming the duties of the office.
Section 302. Bonds. When any officer or employee of the Township is required to give bond for the
faithful performance of the duties of the office, the bond shall be with a surety company or other company
authorized by law to act as surety, and the Township may pay the premium on the bond.
Section 303. Incompatible Offices. No Township Officer may serve at the same time as an elected
official of the Township and as an appointed officer of the Township. No former elected official shall
hold any compensated appointive Township office or Township employment until one year after the
expiration of the term for which he was elected or the expiration of the term through appointment under
Section 205 of this Charter.
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ARTICLE IV TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
Section 401. Supervisors and Government. Plymouth Township shall be governed and supervised by the
board of supervisors which shall consist of three members.
Section 402. Organization Meeting; Appointment of Secretary and Treasurer. The board of supervisors
shall meet at a convenient time and place on the first Monday in January of each year and this meeting
may be considered a regular monthly meeting of the board of supervisors. The first order of business at
this meeting shall be organization of the board of supervisors. If the first Monday is a legal holiday, the
meeting shall be held the following day. The board of supervisors shall elect one member as chair and
another as vice-chair, and shall also appoint a Township Treasurer and a Township Secretary. The
secretary shall be an individual; however, the board of supervisors may select either a trust company, a
banking institution or an individual to serve as treasurer, or the board of supervisors may appoint one
individual to serve as both secretary and treasurer.
Section 403. Monthly Meetings; Quorum and Voting. The board of supervisors shall meet for the
transaction of business at least once each month at a time no earlier than 5:00 p.m. and at a place
determined by the board of supervisors. A quorum shall be two members of the three-member board of
supervisors. An affirmative vote of a majority of the entire board of supervisors at a public meeting is
necessary in order to transact any business. A member shall not be disqualified from voting on any issue
before the board solely because the member has previously expressed an opinion on the issue in either an
official or unofficial capacity.
Section 404. Special Meetings. Upon call of the chair or by agreement of a majority of its members, the
board of supervisors may schedule special meetings of the board of supervisors after notice required
under the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No. 84), known as the "Sunshine Act." Notice of a special meeting
shall state the nature of the business to be conducted at the meeting.
Section 405. Minutes and Records. (a) The board of supervisors shall provide for the recording of
minutes of its proceedings and other books it may find necessary in the performance of its duties. The
records shall be made available to the independent auditor during the annual audit. Unless the custodian
of the records agrees otherwise, the records shall be audited or inspected at the place where they are
normally maintained. Supervisors who leave office shall deliver all Township records in their possession
to their successors or to the Township secretary. (b) All Township records required to be recorded or
transcribed are valid if typewritten, printed, or photocopied, and, where recording in a specified book of
record is required, including minutes of the proceedings of the board of supervisors, the records may be
recorded or transcribed in a mechanical post binder book capable of being permanently sealed, with
consecutively numbered pages with a security code printed thereon and a permanent locking device with
the Township seal being impressed upon each page, or bound book with pages being consecutively
numbered by transcribing directly upon the pages of the book of record, or may be attached to the book of
record by stapling or by glue or any other adhesive substance or material, and all records previously
recorded or transcribed in any manner authorized by this section are validated. When any record is
recorded or transcribed by attaching the record or a copy of it to the book of record, the Township seal
shall be impressed upon each page to which the record is attached, each impression covering both a
portion of the attached record and a portion of the page of the book of record to which the record is
attached. (c) Original or certified copies of ordinances may also be stored in a locking or mechanical post
binder book, capable of being permanently sealed, without being fastened onto pages in the binder.
Section 406. Compensation of Supervisors and Prohibition of Additional Compensation of Supervisors.
Supervisors may receive as compensation an amount established by ordinance not in excess of the
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maximum provided in Townships of Plymouth Township’s classification functioning without a home rule
charter under the provisions of the Second Class Township Code in effect on the date of the enabling
compensation ordinance. No change in compensation shall become effective for any member of board of
Supervisors until the commencement of his/her next term of office, and no change shall be adopted less
than twelve (12) months prior to the commencement of a new term. In performance of their duties,
supervisors may not receive any additional compensation in any form nor be eligible for any benefits
whether or not provided to employees of the Township, including but not limited to participation in the
Township pension plan nor inclusion in group life, health, hospitalization, medical service and accident
insurance plans paid in whole or in part by the Township.
Section 407. Duties of Supervisors. The board of supervisors shall: (1) Be charged with the general
governance of the Township and the execution of legislative, executive and administrative powers in
order to ensure sound fiscal management and to secure the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the
Township. (2) Have the responsibility for maintenance of Township-owned equipment and facilities. (3)
Employ persons as may be necessary for the general conduct of the business of the Township and provide
for the compensation, organization and supervision of the persons so employed. Supervisors shall cause
to have records kept and reports made and filed giving the names of all persons employed, dates on which
work was done and the number of hours worked with compensation paid to each person and the capacity
in which employed. (4) Authorize attendance at conferences, institutes, schools and conventions. Any
supervisor, elected or appointed officer or Township employee may if directed by the board of
supervisors attend any conference, institute, school or convention dealing with the duties and functions of
elected or appointed officers or employees. The expenses for attending conferences, institutes, schools, or
conventions may be paid by the Township and are limited to the registration fee, mileage for the use of a
personal vehicle or reimbursement of actual transportation, lodging, or per diem expenses going to and
returning from the meeting. Every attendee shall submit to the board of supervisors an itemized account
of expenses incurred at the conferences, institutes, schools and conventions. The board of supervisors
may authorize employees to be compensated at their regular employee rate during their attendance at the
conference, institute, school, or convention. (5) Perform duties and exercise powers as may be imposed or
conferred by law or the rules and regulations of any agency of the Commonwealth.
Section 408. Chair and Vice Chair. The Chair of the board of supervisors shall preside at meetings of the
board, be recognized as the head of the Township government for ceremonial purposes, and perform other
duties as specified by this Charter, the board of supervisors, or applicable law, The Vice Chair shall act
as Chair during the Chair’s absence and/or inability to serve.
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ARTICLE V TOWNSHIP TREASURER
Section 501. Township Treasurer. The board of supervisors shall appoint a Township treasurer to serve
at the pleasure of the board of supervisors.
Section 502. Treasurer's Bond. The Township treasurer, if an individual, shall give bond with a surety
company in an amount established by the board of supervisors for the faithful performance of the duties
of the office. The amount of the bond shall equal the highest amount of Township funds estimated by the
board of supervisors to be available to the Township treasurer at any time during the current year. The
bond shall be filed with the Township Secretary or Administrator.
Section 503. Treasurer's Compensation. The board of supervisors shall determine the compensation, if
any, of the Township treasurer.
Section 504. Treasurer's Duties. The Township treasurer shall: (1) Receive all moneys due the Township
and deposit them promptly in a designated depository in the name of the Township.
(2) Keep distinct and accurate accounts of all sums received from taxes and other sources, which accounts
shall be open to the inspection of the board of supervisors and any citizen of this Commonwealth. (3) Pay
out all moneys of the Township only on direction by the board of supervisors. (4) Annually state the
accounts and make them available to the independent auditor for examination. (5) Preserve the account
books, papers, documents and other records of the office and turn them over to the successor in office.
Section 505. Use of Special Funds; Penalty. When any moneys are collected for any special purpose, no
Township treasurer or board of supervisors may apply those moneys to any purpose other than that for
which they were collected. Every misapplication shall be a misdemeanor of the third degree, and, in
addition to the fine or penalty which may be imposed upon conviction, the defendant shall be required to
pay restitution in the amount of moneys improperly spent.
Section 506. Penalty for Failure to Perform Duties. A Township treasurer who fails to perform any duties
of the office other than those for which specific penalties are provided commits a summary offense and,
in addition to the fine or penalty which may be imposed upon conviction, is required to pay to the
Township an amount equal to the amount of the financial loss that occurred, if any, for not performing the
duties of the office. That person is disqualified from holding the office of Township treasurer.
Section 507. Depositories of Township Funds. (a) The board of supervisors shall designate by resolution
a depository or depositories for Township funds. Any funds deposited with any banking institution of this
Commonwealth shall be insured with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National Credit
Union Share Insurance Fund or their successor agencies, to the extent that accounts are so insured. The
board of supervisors shall require each banking institution to furnish additional bond, insurance or
security to cover the amount of any deposits in excess of the insured limits. The designation is valid for a
period of one year or until another depository or other depositories are designated by similar action of the
board of supervisors. (b) The depository or depositories shall be banks, banking institutions or trust
companies located in this Commonwealth. (c) The Township treasurer or assistant treasurer shall, upon
the designation of the depository or depositories by the board of supervisors, immediately transfer thereto
the Township funds and after that make deposits solely in the depository or depositories in the name of
the Township. (d) No Township treasurer or assistant treasurer complying with the provisions of this
section, nor his surety or sureties, shall be chargeable with losses of Township funds caused solely by the
failure or negligence of the depository or depositories.
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ARTICLE VI TOWNSHIP SECRETARY
Section 601. Township Secretary. The board of supervisors shall appoint a Township secretary to serve at
the pleasure of the board of supervisors.
Section 602. Secretary's Duties. The Township secretary is a clerk to the board of supervisors. The
Township secretary shall: (1) Record the proceedings of the board of supervisors and all court orders
relative to the laying out, opening and vacating of roads in a minute book.
(2) Preserve the minute book and other records and turn them over to the successor in office.
(3) With the consent of the board of supervisors and in conformity with other laws governing the
retention and disposition of municipal records, have the authority to destroy records and papers of the
Township other than the minute book and account book after the lapse of six years from the date of the
records. (4) Inform supervisors of all Township meetings, including special meetings of the board of
supervisors.
Section 603. Secretary's Compensation. The board of supervisors shall determine the compensation of
the Township secretary.
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ARTICLE VII AUDITORS; ACCOUNTANTS
Section 701. Annual Financial Audit. The Township shall provide for an annual independent
audit of all financial transactions to be conducted by a certified public accountant or a firm of
certified public accountants. This audit shall be made in accordance with generally accepted
professional auditing standards and procedures and shall be completed within six months after
the close of the fiscal year. No certified public accountant or firm of certified public accountants
shall conduct the audit for more than four consecutive years unless no other qualified accountant
or firm competes for the contract.
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ARTICLE VIII TAX COLLECTOR
Section 801. Tax Collector; Powers, Duties and Liabilities. Whether elected or appointed, the tax
collector shall collect all county, Township and school real estate taxes levied within the Township. The
tax collector may also be designated in the tax-levying ordinance or resolution or be employed by the taxlevying authority to collect taxes levied under the act of December 31, 1965 (P.L. 1257, No. 511), known
as "The Local Tax Enabling Act." In addition to the powers, duties and responsibilities under this Charter,
the tax collector shall exercise all the powers and perform all the duties and be subject to all the
obligations and responsibilities for the collection of taxes as are conferred upon tax collectors under
Pennsylvania law.
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ARTICLE IX TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR
Section 901. Township Solicitor. The board of supervisors may appoint and determine the compensation
of a Township solicitor. The Township solicitor shall be licensed to practice law in this Commonwealth
and may be one person or a law firm, partnership, association or professional corporation. The Township
solicitor serves at the pleasure of the board of supervisors.
Section 902. Solicitor to Have Control of Legal Matters. The Township solicitor shall direct and control
the legal matters of the Township, and no official or official body of the Township, except as otherwise
provided under law, shall employ an additional attorney without the assent or ratification of the board of
supervisors.
Section 903. Duties of Solicitor. The Township solicitor, when directed or requested so to do, shall
prepare or approve any bonds, obligations, contracts, leases, conveyances, ordinances and assurances to
which the Township may be a party. The Township solicitor shall commence and prosecute all actions
brought by the Township for or on account of any of the estates, rights, trusts, privileges, claims or
demands, as well as defend the Township or any Township officer against all actions or suits brought
against the Township or Township officer in which any of the estates, rights, privileges, trusts, ordinances
or accounts of the Township may be brought in question before any court in this Commonwealth and do
every professional act incident to the office which the Township solicitor may be authorized or required
to do by the board of supervisors or by any resolution. The Township solicitor shall furnish the board of
supervisors, upon request, with an opinion in writing upon any question of law.
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ARTICLE X TOWNSHIP ENGINEER
Section 1001. Township Engineer. The board of supervisors may appoint and determine the
compensation of a Township engineer who shall be a registered professional engineer. The Township
engineer serves at the pleasure of the board of supervisors.
Section 1002. Engineer's Duties; Preparation of Plans. The Township engineer shall perform duties as the
board of supervisors may direct for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of streets,
roads, pavements, sanitary sewers, bridges, culverts and other engineering work. The Township engineer
shall prepare plans, specifications and estimates of the work undertaken by the Township and furnish the
board of supervisors with reports, information or estimates on any Township engineering work or on
questions submitted by the board of supervisors.
Section 1003. Certificate of Commencement and of Completion of Municipal Improvements. The
Township engineer shall certify to the Township secretary the date of commencement and of completion
of all municipal improvements, the cost of which, in whole or in part, is to be paid by the owners of the
abutting property. The certification shall be made a part of the permanent records of the Township. The
certified time of commencement and completion is collusive on all parties. The term "certified time of
completion" means the time of the completion of the whole contract for the improvement.
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ARTICLE XI TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR
Section 1101. Township Administrator, Appointment, Removal, Qualifications, Powers and Duties;
Compensation; Bond. (a) The board of supervisors shall appoint one person to fill the office of Township
administrator who shall serve at the pleasure of the board of supervisors. (b) The Township Administrator
shall be appointed on the basis of abilities and qualifications as demonstrated by professional preparation,
training, and experience in public administration, finance, and/or other fields relevant to the duties of the
position. He/she shall possess at least a four year bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or
university and have at least three years of relevant work experience in local, State, or Federal government
or comparable experience in a related field of employment. (c) The powers and duties of the Township
administrator shall be established by ordinance. The compensation shall be set by resolution and paid out
of the general fund of the Township. The board of supervisors may delegate, subject to recall, any of their
nonlegislative powers and duties to the Township administrator. The Township administrator shall give
bond to the Township, with sufficient surety, in the amount directed by the board of supervisors,
conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of the office. (d) The office of Township
administrator is not incompatible with the office of Township secretary, Township treasurer or any other
Township office or employment, except that of supervisor or Township police officer.
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ARTICLE XII CORPORATE POWERS
Section 1201. Suits. The Township may sue and be sued.
Section 1202. Property; Penalty for Violation. (a) The board of supervisors may purchase, acquire by
gift or otherwise, hold, lease, let and convey, by sale or lease, any real and personal property it judges to
be to the best interest of the Township. (b) Any supervisor who votes in favor of or knowingly
participates in the sale or lease of Township real or personal property in violation of this article is subject
to surcharge to the extent of any loss or injury to the Township as a result of the sale or lease.
Section 1203. Real Property. (a) No real estate owned by the Township having a value in excess of
fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) may be sold except to the highest bidder after due notice by
advertisement for bids or advertisement of a public auction in one newspaper of general circulation in the
Township. The advertisement shall be published once not less than ten days before the date set for the
opening of bids or public auction, and the date for opening bids or public auction shall be announced in
the advertisement. The award of contracts shall be made only by public announcement at a regular or
special meeting of the board of supervisors or at the public auction. All bids shall be accepted on the
condition that the payment of the purchase price in full shall be made within sixty days of the acceptance
of bids. (b) The board of supervisors shall reject all bids if the bids are deemed to be less than the fair
market value of the property. In the case of a public auction, the board of supervisors shall establish a
minimum bid based on the fair market value of the real property. (c) The requirements of this section do
not apply to conveyances or leases of real property by a Township to any of the following:
A municipal corporation.
The Federal Government.
The Commonwealth.
A school district.
A municipal authority.
A county.
A public utility.
A volunteer fire company.
A nonprofit corporation engaged in community, industrial, or commercial development.
A volunteer ambulance service or volunteer rescue squad located within the Township.
A nonprofit corporation organized as a public library.
A nonprofit medical service corporation.
A nonprofit housing corporation.
A nonprofit organization providing community service or development activities.
A nonprofit corporation established for the preservation of historical, architectural or aesthetic sites or
artifacts.
A nonprofit association or nonprofit corporation organized to acquire and maintain real property for the
preservation, conservation and stewardship of open space.
Such conveyances or leases shall be at the sole discretion of the Township. (d) When real property is sold
to a nonprofit corporation organized as a public library or to a nonprofit medical service corporation,
nonprofit housing corporation, volunteer fire company, volunteer ambulance service or volunteer rescue
squad, the board of supervisors may elect to accept any nominal consideration for the property as it
believes appropriate. Real property sold under this subsection is subject to the condition that when the
property is not used for the purposes of the corporation or volunteer fire company, the property reverts to
the Township. (e) No real estate may be purchased by a Township unless the board of supervisors obtains
at least one appraisal on the real property in question by a person authorized to perform an appraisal on
the subject property under the act of July 10, 1990 (P.L.404, No.98), known as the “Real Estate
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Appraisers Certification Act,” and the Township supervisors may require that an environmental impact
statement be prepared, indicating the potential liability of the Township for any environmental problems
associated with the real estate to be purchased. The person making the appraisal shall not be interested
directly or indirectly in any aspect of the sale of the real estate. The price paid by the board of supervisors
for the purchase of the real estate shall not exceed the price established by the appraisal: Provided,
however, that if more than one appraisal is obtained, the price paid by the board of supervisors shall not
exceed the average of the appraisals. (f) When real property has been dedicated, deeded or devised to a
Township to be used for a designated purpose and the real property is accepted and used for that purpose,
or the real property is not used for the purpose designated for a period of ten years or more, and the
Township supervisors determine that it is not possible or not desirable for the best interest of the
Township to use the real property for the purpose designated, the Township supervisors, with the prior
approval of the court of common pleas, may by ordinance reconvey to the original owners or their
successors, heirs or assigns, or otherwise dispose of, the real property free and clear of any public right.
Section 1204. Personal Property. (a) No personal property of the Township shall be sold or disposed of
without the approval of the board of supervisors. No personal property owned by the Township, the
estimated fair market value of which is one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more, shall be sold except to the
highest bidder after due notice by advertisement for bids or for public auction in one newspaper of
general circulation in the Township. The advertisement shall be published once not less than ten days
before the date set for the opening of bids or public auction, and the date for opening bids or public
auction shall be announced in the advertisement. The advertisement for electronic auction sales
authorized in subsection (d) shall include the Internet address or means of accessing the electronic auction
and the date, time and duration of the electronic auction. If after attempting twice to receive bids or if at a
public auction no bid was received, the board of supervisors may by resolution adopt a procedure by
which the personal property may be sold without further action of the board of supervisors. A procedure
adopted pursuant to this authorization shall be subject to and shall conform with the requirements of any
law governing the sale of property by municipal corporations generally when no bids have been received.
The award of contracts shall be made only by public announcement at a regular or special meeting of the
board of supervisors or at the public auction. Except as provided in subsection (d), all bids shall be
accepted on the condition that payment of the purchase price in full is made immediately upon acceptance
of the successful bid. The board of supervisors may reject any bids received if the bids are believed to be
less than the fair market value of the property. (b) With respect to personal property, either individual
items or lots of items, the fair market value of which is estimated to be less than one thousand dollars
($1,000), the board of supervisors shall by resolution adopt a procedure by which the property may be
sold without further action by the board of supervisors. The board of supervisors may arrange for the sale
of the item or items at public auction. (c) The bidding and advertising requirements of this section do not
apply to the following transactions: (1) If personal property of the Township is being traded in or
exchanged for other personal property. (2) The sale or lease of personal property to any municipal
corporation, the Federal Government, the Commonwealth or any institution district, school district,
municipality authority, county, public utility, volunteer fire company, nonprofit corporation engaged in
community industrial development, volunteer ambulance service or volunteer rescue squad located within
the Township, nonprofit corporation organized as a public library, nonprofit medical service corporation,
nonprofit housing corporation, nonprofit organizations providing community service or development
activities or nonprofit corporation established for the preservation of historical, architectural or aesthetical
sites or artifacts. (d) A “public auction” shall include the use of a certified public auctioneer or an online
or electronic auction sale. During an electronic auction sale, bids shall be accepted electronically at the
time and in the manner designated in the advertisement. During the electronic auction, each bidder shall
have the capability to view the bidder’s bid rank or the high bid price. Bidders may increase their bid
prices during the electronic auction. The record of the electronic auction shall be accessible for public
inspection. The purchase price shall be paid by the high bidder immediately or at a reasonable time after
the conclusion of the electronic auction as determined by the Township. In the event that shipping costs
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are incurred, they shall be paid by the high bidder. (e) At any sale of personal property of the Township
that has complied with the advertising requirements of subsection (a), the Township may provide
additional public notice of the sale by bids or public auction in any manner deemed appropriate by the
Township.
Section 1205. Boards of Supervisors to Exercise Powers. The corporate powers of Townships shall be
exercised by the board of supervisors. If no specific authority is given for the payment of costs incurred in
the exercise of any power contained in this act, the expenses may be paid from the general Township
fund.
Section 1206. General Powers. The board of supervisors may make and adopt any ordinances, bylaws,
rules and regulations not inconsistent with or restrained by the Constitution and laws of this
Commonwealth necessary for the proper management, care and control of the Township and its finances
and the maintenance of peace, good government, health and welfare of the Township and its citizens,
trade, commerce and manufacturers.
Section 1207. Intergovernmental Cooperation. The board of supervisors may by ordinance make
agreements with other municipal corporations in performing governmental powers, duties and functions
and in carrying into effect provisions of the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L. 762, No. 180), referred to as the
Intergovernmental Cooperation Law.
Section 1208. Capital Reserve Fund. (a) The board of supervisors may create and maintain a separate
capital reserve fund for any anticipated capital expenses, which fund shall be designated for a specific
purpose or purposes when created. The moneys in the fund shall be used for no other purpose unless the
board of supervisors declares that conditions in the Township make other expenses more urgent than
those for which the fund was created. (b) The board of supervisors may appropriate moneys from the
general Township funds to be paid into the capital reserve fund or place in the fund any moneys received
from the sale, lease or other disposition of any Township property or from any other source.
Section 1208.1. Operating Reserve Fund. (a) The board of supervisors shall have the power to create and
maintain a separate operating reserve fund in order to minimize future revenue shortfalls and deficits,
provide greater continuity and predictability in the funding of vital government services, minimize the
need to increase taxes to balance the budget in times of fiscal distress, provide the capacity to undertake
long-range financial planning and develop fiscal resources to meet long-term needs.
(b) The board of supervisors may annually make appropriations from the general fund of the Township to
the operating reserve fund, but no appropriation shall be made to the operating reserve fund if the effect
of the appropriation would cause the fund to exceed five per centum of the estimated revenues of the
Township's general fund in the current fiscal year. (c) The board of supervisors may at any time by
resolution make appropriations from the operating reserve fund for the following purposes only:
(1) to meet emergencies involving the health, safety or welfare of the residents of the Township;
(2) to counterbalance potential budget deficits resulting from shortfalls in anticipated revenues or program
receipts from whatever source; or (3) to provide for anticipated operating expenditures related either to
the planned growth of existing projects or programs or to the establishment of new projects or programs if
for each such project or program appropriations have been made and allocated to a separate restricted
account established within the operating reserve fund. (d) The operating reserve fund shall be invested,
reinvested and administered in a manner consistent with the investment of Township funds generally.
Section 1209. Indebtedness. The board of supervisors may incur indebtedness and issues notes, bonds or
other evidence of indebtedness under the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L. 78 1, No. 185), known as the "Local
Government Unit Debt Act," to provide sufficient moneys for any expense of the Township.
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Section 1210. Insurance. (a) The board of supervisors shall secure workers' compensation insurance for
its employes, including volunteer firemen and volunteer ambulance and rescue personnel of companies
duly recognized by the Township by resolution, killed or injured in the course of their appointed functions
or while performing any other duties expressly authorized by the board of supervisors.
(b) The board of supervisors shall contract with any insurance company to insure property owned by the
Township. (c) The board of supervisors shall contract with any insurance company to insure any public
liability of the Township, including insurance on every Township officer, official and employee for
liability arising from errors and emissions in the performance of their duties in the course of their
employment, except that liability of elected or appointed officials or officers for surcharge under law shall
not be affected hereby. (d) The board of supervisors may contract with any insurance company for the
pensioning of employees and may pay part or all of the premiums or charges for group pension or annuity
plans. This provision is subject to the following qualifications: (1) The board of supervisors may deduct
from the employee’s pay, salary or compensation the part of the premium or charge that is payable by the
employee. (2) Elected officials and appointed Township officials who are not employees of the Township
are not eligible for participation in any pension or annuity contract paid in whole or in part by the
Township.
Section 1211. Land Use Regulations. The board of supervisors may plan for the development of the
Township through zoning, subdivision and land development regulations under the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L. 805, No. 247), known as the "Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code."
Section 1212. Building and Housing Regulations. The board of supervisors may enact and enforce
ordinances to govern and regulate the construction, alteration, repair, occupation, maintenance, sanitation,
lighting, ventilation, water supply, toilet facilities, drainage, use and inspection of all buildings and
housing constructed, erected, altered, designed or used for any use or occupancy and the sanitation and
inspection of land. If any building and housing or structure is constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired,
converted or maintained or any building, housing or land is used in violation of any ordinance enacted
under this section, the board of supervisors, in addition to penalties provided by the ordinances, may
institute appropriate actions or proceedings at law or in equity to prevent and restrain the unlawful
construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance or use, to restrain, correct or
abate the violation and to prevent the use or occupancy of the building, housing or structure.
Section 1213. Building and Housing Inspectors. The board of supervisors may appoint one or more
building and housing inspectors to enforce the building and housing regulations of the Township and for
the inspection of the construction, alteration, repair and sanitation facilities of buildings and housing in
the Township.
Section 1214. Building Lines. The board of supervisors may by ordinance establish and maintain uniform
building lines upon any or all public streets or highways of the Township.
Section 1215. Public Safety. The board of supervisors may adopt ordinances to secure the safety of
persons or property within the Township and to define disturbing the peace within the limits of the
Township.
Section 1216. Dangerous Structures. The board of supervisors may by ordinance require the owner to
remove any nuisance or dangerous structure on public or private grounds after notice to the owner to do
so. In the owner's default, the board of supervisors may remove the nuisance or structure and collect the
cost of the removal, together with the penalty imposed by the ordinance, from the owner by summary
proceedings or under law for the collection of municipal liens.
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Section 1217. Libraries. The board of supervisors may, in accordance with the act of June 14, 1961 (P.L.
324, No. 188), known as "The Library Code," appropriate moneys toward any nonprofit association or
corporation which operates or conducts a library or contract with or make grants to counties or municipal
corporations for the furnishing of library service to the Township.
Section 1218. Municipality Authorities. The board of supervisors may by ordinance or resolution
individually or in cooperation with other municipal corporations form municipality authorities as
authorized by the act of May 2, 1945 (P.L. 382, No. 164), known as the "Municipality Authorities Act of
1945," specify the project or projects to be undertaken by the authorities, appoint members and establish
their compensation.
Section 1219. Emergency Services. (a) The Township shall be responsible for ensuring that fire and
emergency medical services are provided within the Township by the means and to the extent determined
by the Township, including the appropriate financial and administrative assistance for these services.
(b) The Township shall consult with fire and emergency medical service providers to discuss the
emergency services needs of the Township. (c) The Township shall require any emergency services
organizations receiving Township funds to provide to the Township an annual itemized listing of all
expenditures of these funds before the Township may consider budgeting additional funding to the
organization.
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ARTICLE XIII ORDINANCES
Section 1301. Ordinances. (a) The board of supervisors may adopt ordinances in which general or specific
powers of the Township may be exercised, and, by the enactment of subsequent ordinances, the board of
supervisors may amend, repeal or revise existing ordinances. All proposed ordinances, whether original,
amended, repealed, revised, consolidated or codified, shall be published not more than sixty days nor less
than seven days before passage at least once in one newspaper circulating generally in the Township.
Public notices shall include either the full text or a brief summary of the proposed ordinance which lists
the provisions in reasonable detail and a reference to a place within the Township where copies of the
proposed ordinance may be examined. If the full text is not included, a copy shall be supplied to the
publishing newspaper when the notice is published, and an attested copy shall be filed within thirty days
after enactment in the county law library or other county office designated by the county commissioners,
who may impose a fee no greater than that necessary to cover the actual costs of storing the ordinances.
The date of such filing shall not affect the effective date of the ordinance, the validity of the process of the
enactment or adoption of the ordinance; nor shall a failure to record within the time provided be deemed a
defect in the process of the enactment or adoption of such ordinance. If substantial amendments are made
in the proposed ordinance, before voting upon enactment, the board of supervisors shall at least ten days
before enactment readvertise in one newspaper of general circulation in the Township a brief summary
setting forth all the provisions in reasonable detail, together with a summary of the amendments.
Ordinances shall be recorded in the ordinance book of the Township and are effective five days after
adoption unless a date later than five days after adoption is stated in the ordinance.
(b) When maps, plans or drawings of any kind are adopted as part of an ordinance, instead of publishing
them as part of the ordinance, the board of supervisors may refer in publishing the ordinance to the place
where the maps, plans or drawings are on file and may be examined. (c.) An ordinance enacted by the
board of supervisors pursuant to this act shall prescribe the fines and penalties which may be imposed for
its violation and shall, unless otherwise specified in another statute, designate the method of its
enforcement in accordance with the following: (1) Civil enforcement.-Except as provided in paragraph
(2), when the penalty imposed for the violation of an ordinance enacted pursuant to the provisions of this
act is not voluntarily paid to the Township, the Township shall initiate a civil enforcement proceeding
before a district justice. The civil enforcement proceeding shall be initiated by complaint or by such other
means as may be provided by the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure. An ordinance which is to be
enforced through a civil enforcement proceeding may prescribe civil penalties not to exceed six hundred
dollars ($600) per violation. In addition to or in lieu of civil actions before a district justice, Townships
may enforce ordinances in equity. In any case where a penalty for a violation of a Township ordinance
has not been timely paid and the person upon whom the penalty was imposed is found to have been liable
therefore in civil proceedings, the violator shall be liable for the penalty imposed, including additional
daily penalties for continuing violations, plus court costs and reasonable attorney fees incurred by the
Township in the enforcement proceedings. A Township shall be exempt from the payment of costs in any
civil case brought to enforce an ordinance in accordance with this paragraph.
(2) Enforcement as summary offenses.-For an ordinance regulating building, housing, property
maintenance, health, fire, public safety, parking, solicitation, curfew, water, air or noise pollution, the
board of supervisors shall provide that its enforcement shall be by action brought before a district justice
in the same manner provided for the enforcement of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of
Criminal Procedure. The municipal solicitor may assume charge of the prosecution without the consent of
the District Attorney as required under Pa.R.Crim.P. No. 83(c). The board of supervisors may prescribe
criminal fines not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation and may prescribe imprisonment
to
the
extent
allowed
by
law
for
the
punishment
of
summary
offenses.
(3) Enforcement in equity.--Ordinances may be enforced by the Township through an action in equity
brought in the court of common pleas of the county where the Township is situated.
(4) Separate offenses.-Ordinances may provide that a separate offense shall arise for each day or portion
thereof in which a violation is found to exist or for each section of the ordinance which is found to have
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been violated. (5) Payment to treasurer.-All fines and penalties collected for the violation of any
Township ordinance shall be paid to the Township treasurer. (6) Enforcement officers or agents.--The
board of supervisors may delegate the initial determination of ordinance violation and the service of
notice of violation to such officers or agents as the Township shall deem qualified for that purpose.
(d) The board of supervisors shall prepare or have prepared a consolidation or codification of the general
body of Township ordinances or the ordinances on a particular subject. The board of supervisors shall
cause all Township ordinances and any resolutions or motions having legislative effect to be codified
annually. The board of supervisors shall adopt the consolidation or codification as an ordinance of the
Township, except the required advertised notice of the proposed adoption of the consolidation or
codification shall include a listing of its table of contents. The procedure for the consolidation or
codification of Township ordinances as a single ordinance may also be followed in enacting a complete
group or body of ordinances repealing or amending existing ordinances as may be necessary in the course
of preparing a consolidation or codification of the Township ordinances, except that the advertisement
giving notice of the proposed adoption shall list, in lieu of a table of contents, the titles only of each of the
ordinances in the complete group or body of ordinances. (e) In the same manner as other ordinances, the
board of supervisors may adopt, by reference to a standard or nationally recognized code in a Township
ordinance, all or any portion of the code as an ordinance of the Township. No portion of any code which
limits the work to be performed to any type of construction contractor or labor or mechanic classification
shall be adopted. Copies of the proposed code or portion or amendment shall be filed with the Township
secretary at least ten days before the board of supervisors considers the proposed ordinance and upon
enactment kept with the ordinance book and available for public use, inspection and examination. (f) Any
person aggrieved by the adoption of any ordinance may make complaint as to the legality of the ordinance
to the court of common pleas.
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ARTICLE XIV PUBLIC BUILDINGS
Section 1401. Township Buildings. The board of supervisors may procure by purchase, gift, devise or the
exercise of eminent domain a lot or lots of ground located within or outside the limits of the Township
and erect or use buildings thereon for Township purposes.
Section 1402. Use of Public Land Acquired for Other Purposes. When the board of supervisors desires to
take any public lands previously granted or dedicated to a use or purpose for which they are no longer
used, it shall pass an ordinance declaring its intention and shall petition the court of common pleas for
leave to file the bond of the Township to secure any person or persons who may be entitled to
compensation for the taking. The court shall direct notice to be given by publication in at least one
newspaper circulating generally in the Township. The court may increase the amount of the bond, shall
hear all exceptions that are filed against the petition and the sufficiency of the bond and may grant or
deny the request of the petition. Upon the granting of the petition and the approval of the bond, the board
of supervisors may enter lands for the purposes of erecting public buildings. The bond, which shall be in
the name of the Commonwealth for the use of any person or persons who are entitled to damages by
reason of the taking of the lands, shall remain on file for their use and benefit.
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ARTICLE XV FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
Section 1501. Authority of Board of Supervisors.
protection within the Township.

The board of supervisors may provide for fire

Section 1502. Assessment for Fire Protection. The board of supervisors may pay the cost for fire
protection out of the general Township fund. All moneys in the separate accounts for the special fire
protection districts shall be paid into the general fund. The assessment may be billed on the annual real
estate tax bill for Township purposes if authorized by the board of supervisors. All assessments for fire
protection shall be collected by the tax collector.
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ARTICLE XVI TOWNSHIP POLICE
Section 1601. Creating or Disbanding Police Force. The board of supervisors may by ordinance create or
disband a police force within the Township and appoint police officers.
Section 1602. Appointment of Police. The board of supervisors shall provide for the organization and
supervision and determine the number and the compensation of the police officers. The position of police
officer is incompatible with the office of supervisor, auditor, tax collector and manager. The chair of the
board of supervisors may swear in police officers. The board of supervisors may assign any police officer
to undergo a course of training at any training school for police officers established or made available by
the Federal or State Government and provide for payment of the officer's expenses while in attendance at
the training school.
Section 1603. Contracts to Secure Police Service. The Township may contract with any other municipal
corporation to secure the services within the Township of the police of the municipal corporation. When
any contract is made, the police officers of the employing municipal corporation have all the powers and
authority conferred by law on police officers in the Township which has contracted to secure police
service.
Section 1604. Contract to Provide Police Service. The Township may contract with any municipal
corporation to provide police services within the other municipal corporation. When a contract is made,
the Township police have all the powers and authority conferred by law on police in the municipal
corporation which has contracted to secure police service.
Section 1605. Powers. Each Township police officer has those powers and abilities as are granted to
police officers under the laws of this Commonwealth or the rules of the Supreme Court or the ordinances
of the Township for which a fine or penalty is imposed unless otherwise prohibited in this Charter. Each
police officer when on duty shall wear a shield or badge with the words "Plymouth Township Police"
inscribed thereon. The board of supervisors may provide each police officer with a uniform, equipment
and means of transportation and the maintenance thereof.
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ARTICLE XVII STREET LIGHTS
Section 1701. Lighting. The board of supervisors may light and illuminate the highways, roads and other
public places of the Township and remove, alter or improve lighting as may be appropriate and in the best
interests of the Township and make contracts for securing and maintaining a supply of light.
Section 1702. Costs. (a) The board of supervisors may pay for the cost of public lighting by any one or a
combination of the following means: (1) From the general fund.(2) Through uniform annual assessments
made upon benefited properties on the foot-front basis.(3) By uniform annual assessment upon each
property benefited.(4) By an equal assessment upon each property benefited, based upon the assessment
or county tax purposes.(5) By any combination of the above methods or other equitable means of
assessment as the board of supervisors may determine.(b) If public street lighting is currently in existence
and is being paid for by a certain means or method, the board of supervisors may alter or amend the
means of assessing the cost of the lighting.(c) Properties are subject to assessment for this purpose,
whether or not the property is exempt from taxation by existing law. (d) All annual assessments for
streetlights shall be paid to the Township tax collector. The assessment may be billed on the annual real
estate tax bill for general Township purposes if authorized by the board of supervisors.
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ARTICLE XVIII PARKS, RECREATION CENTERS AND FORESTS
Section 1801. Acquisition of Lands and Buildings. The board of supervisors may designate lands or
buildings owned, leased or controlled by the Township for use as parks, playgrounds, playfields,
gymnasiums, swimming pools, indoor recreation centers, public parks and other recreation areas and
facilities and acquire lands or buildings by lease, gift, devise, purchase or by the exercise of the right of
eminent domain for recreational purposes and construct and equip facilities for recreational purposes.
Section 1802. Recreation Facilities Employes. The board of supervisors may employ persons to maintain
the recreation facilities or supervise the use of the recreation facilities.
Section 1803. Regulation of Parks and Public Amusements. (a) The board of supervisors may by
ordinance regulate the use and enjoyment by the public of any park or recreation grounds owned and
operated by the Township or charitable organizations for the use of the public.
(b) The board of supervisors may prescribe rules for the use by the public of parks and recreation grounds
and the facilities and amusements connected therewith and post the rules at conspicuous places in the
parks or recreation grounds. Any person who violates the rules commits a summary offense.
(c) The board of supervisors may by ordinance not inconsistent with State law and regulations regulate
the time of opening and closing and the conduct of places of public entertainment, amusement and
recreation. (d) The board of supervisors may by ordinance or resolution appropriate funds for recreation
programs not directly sponsored by the Township.
Section 1804. Creation of Recreation Boards. (a) The board of supervisors may by ordinance create a
recreation board to supervise, regulate, equip and maintain the Township-funded recreation program and
facilities. The recreation board shall have only those powers specifically delegated to it by the board of
supervisors. (b) The recreation board, if established, shall consist of five persons. The members shall be
appointed by the board of supervisors and shall serve for terms of five years or until their successors are
appointed, except that the members first appointment shall be appointed so that the terms of not more than
two members expire annually. Members shall serve without pay but may be reimbursed by the Township
for all expenses incurred in performing their duties. All persons appointed shall serve their full terms
unless voluntarily resigned or removed by the board of supervisors for dereliction or neglect of duty.
Vacancies occurring other than by expiration of term shall be for the unexpired term and shall be filled in
the same manner as original appointments. (c) The members of a recreation board shall elect a chair and
secretary and select all other necessary officers to serve for a period of one year. The recreation board
may adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of all business within its jurisdiction and exercise powers
and functions concerning parks and recreation facilities as may be delegated to it by the board of
supervisors. The recreation board shall submit an annual report to the board of supervisors, including an
analysis of the adequacy and effectiveness of community recreation areas, facilities and leadership.
Section 1805. Joint Ownership and Maintenance. The board of supervisors may join with any one or more
municipal corporations, counties or school districts to acquire, create, equip, maintain and operate any
park or recreation area to serve residents of the Township under Intergovernmental Cooperation Law.
Section 1806. Expenses for Maintenance. All expenses incurred in the operation of parks, recreation areas
and facilities are payable from the general Township fund or from the treasury of the municipal
corporations, counties or school districts under the agreement of the corporate authorities.
Section 1807. Forest Lands. (a) The Township may acquire, by purchase, gift or lease, and hold tracts of
land covered with forest or tree growth, or suitable for the growth of trees, and administer the tracts under
the direction of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (or its successor agency). The
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tracts may be of any size suitable for the purpose and may be located inside or outside the Township
limits. (b) When the board of supervisors intends to acquire any lands for forests, it shall so declare by an
ordinance, setting forth all facts and conditions relating to the proposed action.
(c) Upon the acquisition of any forests or lands suitable for forests, the board of supervisors shall notify
the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources which may make rules for the government and
proper administration of the lands as may be necessary. The Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources shall publish the rules, declare the uses of the forest under the intent of this article and make
provision for its administration, maintenance, protection and development as necessary. The rules
governing the administration of the forests shall have for their main purpose the producing of a continuing
Township revenue by the sale of forest products. (d) All revenue and emoluments arising from the forests
shall be paid into the general Township fund. (e) Township forests may be used by the public as general
outing or recreation grounds, subject to the rules of the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources governing their administration and rules adopted by the board of supervisors not inconsistent
with law and the rules of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.
(f) When the board of supervisors decides to sell or lease any Township forest, or part thereof, it shall so
declare by an ordinance, setting forth all the facts and conditions relating to the proposed action. Nothing
in this subsection shall prohibit the board of supervisors, at its discretion, by resolution, from allowing the
selective harvesting of forest products for the purpose of properly caring for and maintaining a Township
forest. (g) The board of supervisors may, on behalf of the Township, accept the title to lands which may
be donated to the Township for any of the purposes mentioned in this article.
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ARTICLE XIX ROADS, STREETS, BRIDGES AND HIGHWAYS
Section 1901. Road and Bridge Maintenance, Repair and Construction. (a) The board of supervisors may
purchase or hire materials, equipment, machinery and implements necessary for the construction, repair
and maintenance of roads and bridges and make and maintain bridges over streams, gullies, canals and
railroads where bridges are necessary for the ease and safety of travelers. The bridges shall be deemed to
be a part of the road. (b) The board of supervisors may for adequate consideration construct, reconstruct,
improve or maintain driveways on lands owned or occupied by school districts in the Township. (c) The
board of supervisors may construct, reconstruct and improve and contract for the construction,
reconstruction and improvement of roads in the Township. (d) The board of supervisors may for adequate
consideration contract with the Commonwealth, a county or a municipal corporation to construct,
reconstruct, improve or maintain public roads or highways under the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth, a
county or a municipal corporation. Contracts executed under this subsection need not be submitted to the
Local Government Commission for review under the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L. 762, No. 180), referred to
as the Intergovernmental Cooperation Law. (e) The board of supervisors may employ one or more
roadmasters. The roadmasters are subject to removal by the board of supervisors.
Section 1902. Power to Lay Out, Open, Widen, Vacate, Et Cetera. (a) The board of supervisors may by
ordinance enact, ordain, survey, lay out, open, widen, straighten, vacate and relay all roads and bridges
and parts thereof which are located wholly or partially within the Township. (b) The board of supervisors
may by ordinance provide for the widening, straightening or improvement of a State highway, with the
consent of the Department of Transportation, and may spend Township funds in connection therewith. (c)
When any petition is presented to the board of supervisors requesting the board of supervisors to open or
vacate a specific road in the Township and the board of supervisors fails to act on the petition within sixty
days, the petitioners may present their petition to the court of common pleas which shall proceed thereon
under the act of June 13, 1836 (P.L. 551, No. 169), referred to as the General Road Law. If the board of
supervisors acts on the petition but denies the request of the petition, the board of supervisors shall notify
the person designated in the petition of its denial. If the request of the petition is denied, the petitioners, or
a majority of them, may within thirty days after receipt of the notice petition the court of common pleas
for the appointment of viewers and proceedings shall be taken thereon under the General Road Law. (d)
No road shall be laid out and opened through any burial ground or cemetery, nor through any grounds
occupied by a building used as a place for public worship or as a public or parochial school, educational
or charitable institution or seminary, unless the consent of the owner of the premises is first secured. If the
owner is unknown, this prohibition does not apply.
Section 1903. Hearing; Report; Exceptions Thereto; View and Notice. (a) Before the passage of any
ordinance for the laying out, opening, changing or vacating of any road or highway or section thereof, the
board of supervisors shall give ten days' written notice to the owners of property adjacent to the road or
portions thereof involved of the time and place set for a hearing on the proposed ordinance.
(b) If the board of supervisors votes in favor of exercising the power, it shall enact the necessary
ordinance and file a copy of the ordinance, together with a draft or survey of the road showing the
location and width thereof, in the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas.
(c) Any resident or property owner affected by the ordinance may within thirty days after the enactment
of the ordinance of the board of supervisors, upon entering in the court sufficient surety to indemnify the
board of supervisors for all costs incurred in the proceedings, file exceptions to the ordinance together
with a petition for a review. Upon receipt of the exception and surety, the court of common pleas shall
appoint viewers from the county board of viewers for the purpose of reviewing the ordinance and
exceptions thereto. (d) After the expiration of the term allowed for filing exceptions or upon the order of
the court upon disposition of any exceptions, the court of common pleas, on application by petition by the
board of supervisors or any person interested, shall appoint three viewers from the county board of
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viewers to assess the damages and benefits occasioned by the proceeding unless the damages and benefits
are otherwise agreed upon.
Section 1904. Width of Public Roads. The width of the right-of-way of a public road in Townships shall
not be less than thirty-three feet or more than one hundred and twenty feet, and the width of the right-ofway of alleys opened by the Township as public roads shall not be less than fifteen feet. The minimum
required width shall be in addition to any width required for necessary slopes in cuts or fills.
Section 1905. Certain Roads Declared Public Roads. (a) Every road which has been used for public
travel and maintained and kept in repair by the Township for a period of at least twenty-one years is a
public road having a right-of-way of thirty-three feet even if there is no public record of the laying out or
dedication for public use of the road. (b) In any proceeding pursuant to this section, any relevant oral or
documentary evidence of public travel or maintenance and repairs by the Township shall, if presented, be
considered, including, but not limited to: (i) Maps or surveys which are either generated by any
governmental unit or are created pursuant to any judicial proceeding of the courts of this commonwealth.
(ii) Evidence concerning the distribution of government funds to the Township pursuant to the act of June
1, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1944, No. 655), referred to as the "Liquid Fuels Tax Municipal Allocation Law."
(iii) Approved subdivision plans, deeds or other documents containing a designation of the road as either
a Township road or otherwise.(iv) Evidence that the road is an extension from a public road or public cul
de sac, a throughway between other municipal or state roads or provides the only access to a municipal
boundary line. (v) Court orders, decisions, findings of fact or other matters of judicial record relating to
public or private rights in the road. (c) For purposes of this section: (i) The frequency of use of a road may
be considered relevant in any proceeding pursuant to this section, but, in the absence of additional
findings on the purpose of such use, shall not alone be sufficient to establish that the road has been used
for public travel. (ii) The condition or sufficiency of the road surface for public travel may be considered
relevant in any proceeding pursuant to this section, but, absent additional findings of actual public
maintenance and repair, shall not alone be sufficient to establish maintenance and repair by the Township.
(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting the weight or persuasiveness of any evidence
presented in accordance with subsection (b) or the relevance of any evidence presented except as
otherwise provided in this section. (e) In any proceeding in which this section is relied upon to allege the
existence of a public road, the proponent of the public status of the road shall present evidence first, and
the burden shall then shift to the opponent to present evidence to refute the public status of the road.
Section 1906. Opening, Repairing and Closing Roads. (a) Public roads in the Township shall, as soon as
practicable, be effectually opened. All public roads shall at all seasons be kept in repair and reasonably
clear of all impediments to easy and convenient traveling at the expense of the Township.
(b) The board of supervisors may temporarily close any Township road when it determines that
conditions have rendered that road unfit or unsafe for travel and immediate repair or maintenance,
because of the time of year or other conditions, is impracticable. The road or portion of road closed shall
be properly marked at its extremities, and a means of passage for the customary users of the road shall,
when possible, be provided. (c) Anyone using the road or portion thereof after the road has been properly
closed and marked, without a permit from the board of supervisors, commits a summary offense. All fines
recovered are payable to the general Township fund. Persons who have no outlet due to the closing of a
road may drive on, over or across the road with the written consent of, and subject to conditions imposed
by, the board of supervisors or their agents or contractors without being subject to the penalties imposed
by this section.
Section 1907. Time Within Which Roads to be Opened. When proceedings have been initiated under this
act for the opening and laying out of any public road in the Township, the road shall be physically opened
for use by the public within a period of five years after completion of the proceeding. If the road is not
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opened or if no proceedings have been commenced to compel the opening in five years, then the
proceedings are void and the land proposed to be taken shall revert to the owners of the land free of any
easement or right of the public to use the land.
Section 1908. Detours. (a) Except for emergencies, no public road shall be closed to traffic except upon
order of the board of supervisors, and no public road shall be closed to traffic when it has been designated
as a detour by the Department of Transportation unless the written consent of the Department of
Transportation is first obtained or unless the board of supervisors by resolution declares the closing
necessary for the protection of the public safety. (b) When any public road is closed, the board of
supervisors shall designate a detour on which shall be erected and maintained while the detour is in use
legible direction signs at each public road intersection through the length of the detour. When the detour
is in use, the board of supervisors shall maintain the detour in safe and passable condition, except for
State and county highways. The board of supervisors shall immediately remove all detour signs when the
road that was originally closed is open for traffic. Except for State and county highways, the board of
supervisors may acquire, by agreement or right of eminent domain, right-of-way privileges over private
property for the period when the road is closed to traffic. In the exercise of the rights conferred by this
section, the board of supervisors may pay for the necessary maintenance, subsequent repair and land
rental. (c) Any person who removes, defaces, destroys or disregards any barricade, light, danger sign,
detour sign or warning of any other character whatsoever erected or placed under authority of this section
or who drives on, over or across any road which has been properly closed commits a summary offense.
(d) In addition to the penalties imposed by this section, the board of supervisors may in an action at law
recover damages from any person or persons who have damaged a road by driving on the road when it is
closed to vehicular traffic under this act. (e) All fines and moneys collected under this section shall be
paid to the Township treasurer.
Section 1909. Relocating or Vacating Roads by Agreement. (a) When the board of supervisors relocates
or vacates any part of any public road under its supervision and can agree with the property owners
affected by the relocation or vacation, it may relocate or vacate the public road without the formality of a
view. (b) A copy of the agreement setting forth the facts regarding the relocation or vacation,
accompanied by a map or draft of the road agreed to be relocated or vacated, shall be presented and
recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds or similar office in home rule counties after which the new
location is the public road or the old location is vacated.
Section 1910. Elimination of Curves; Acquisition of Views. (a) The Township may acquire, by purchase
or by the right of eminent domain, any property and lands along or adjacent to any Township road that
may be necessary to eliminate dangerous curves and widen roads and provide a free and unobstructed
view over lands located at or near the intersection of any two roads or highways, or a road and a railroad
or railway, or at any curve in any road, for the better protection and safety to the traveling public.
(b) The proceedings for the condemnation of the property or land and for the assessment of damages for
property or land taken, injured or destroyed shall conform to the act of June 22, 1964 (Sp.Sess., P.L. 84,
No. 6), known as the "Eminent Domain Code.
Section 1911. Roads in or near Public Parks. (a) The board of supervisors may contract with the
Commonwealth, a county or a municipal corporation owning and operating parks inside the Township to
establish, relocate, alter or vacate public roads inside or contiguous to those parks. The board of
supervisors shall take no action with respect to the public roads without the written consent and
agreement of the Commonwealth, county or municipal corporation owning and operating the parks. Any
road when altered or relocated under this section shall be maintained and repaired the same as other
Township roads. (b) The agreement shall be adopted by ordinance, and, within thirty days, the road shall
he a public road of the Township. (c) The owner of any land through which any public road may be
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located or relocated may apply by petition to the court of common pleas, setting forth the injury which
has been sustained by reason of the relocation of the public road, and the proceedings relative to the
assessment and payment of damages of the landowner shall be under this act for eminent domain.
Section 1912. Petition of Property Owners for Improvements. (a) The Township may improve any public
street in the Township upon the petition of property owners representing a majority in number of feet
front of the properties abutting on the street proposed to be improved at the expense of the property
owners.
(b) The cost of the improvement may be collected from the owners of the real estate abutting on the street
or highway, or part thereof, by an equal assessment on the foot-front basis. (c) The assessments for
improvement shall be filed and collected by the Township treasurer. (d) The term "owner," as used in this
section, means all individuals and public or private corporations, co-partnerships and associations having
title in the assessed property. If the owner is a nonresident of the Township and the place of residence is
unknown or if the ownership of the property cannot be ascertained, the notice shall be posted on the
premises and a copy shall be left with the occupant, if any.
Section 1913. Improvements Without Petition. (a) The board of supervisors may by ordinance provide
for the construction, reconstruction, repair or other improvements to any public street in the Township.
(b) The cost of improvements may be collected from the owners of the real estate abutting on the street or
highway, or part thereof, by an equal assessment on the foot-front basis; but in no instance shall any
abutting property owner be liable for the cost of improvements in an amount greater than fifteen percent
of the assessed valuation of the abutting property: Provided, further, with respect to any property used
exclusively for forestry purposes, for agricultural purposes, or for both as of the time of the assessment,
that the assessment shall be based upon the actual foot frontage of such property or one hundred and fifty
feet, whichever is less. Any expense above the maximum liability of abutting property owners shall be
paid by the Township. (c) All assessments for improvements shall be filed and collected by the Township
treasurer. (d) If abutting property owners fail to pay the expenses of the improvements for which they are
liable, the board of supervisors may recover the amount by action of assumpsit or may file municipal liens
therefor against the abutting properties under law for the filing and collection of municipal liens.
Section 1914. Acceptance of Land for Road Purposes. (a) The board of supervisors may by resolution
accept any land dedicated by deed to the Township to be used as a road, street or alley. A copy of the
resolution, together with a draft or survey of the road, street or alley, showing location and width thereof,
shall be filed with the clerk of the court of common pleas. (b) When plans of dedicated roads, streets or
alleys located in Townships have been approved and recorded under this article, the board of supervisors
may by resolution accept any roads, streets or alleys as public roads if shown in the plans as dedicated to
that use and if the roads or streets are not less than thirty-three feet in width and the alleys are not less
than fifteen feet in width. (c) Upon the filing with the court of common pleas of the county a certified and
attested copy of the resolution, the roads, streets or alleys become a part of the public road system of the
Township and shall be so recorded in the court.
Section 1915. Approval of Plans. (a) No person shall construct, open or dedicate any road or any
drainage facilities for public use or travel without first submitting plans thereof to the board of supervisors
for its approval. The plans shall be prepared under rules and regulations adopted by the board of
supervisors and shall show the profiles of the roads, the course, structure and capacity of any drainage
facilities, the method of drainage of the adjacent or contiguous territory and any other details that may be
required under the rules or regulations adopted by the board of supervisors. The board of supervisors may
alter the plans and specify any changes or modifications of any kind and may make its approval of the
plans subject to those alterations, changes or modifications. The plans when so approved shall be signed
by the board of supervisors, and a copy shall be filed with the secretary of the Township. No road or
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drainage facilities shall be opened, constructed or dedicated for public use or travel except in compliance
with plans approved by the board of supervisors and until the approved plan is recorded as required in this
section. (b) If the board of supervisors refuses to approve any plans submitted to it under this section, any
person aggrieved by the action of the board of supervisors may within thirty days appeal to the court of
common pleas. The court shall hear the matter de novo and, after hearing, may enter a decree affirming,
reversing or modifying the action of the board of supervisors. (c) The action of the board of supervisors,
or of the court on appeal, in approving any plans shall be recorded by the person applying for the approval
in the office of the county recorder of deeds or similar office in home rule counties. (d) No person shall
present to the recorder of deeds or similar office in home rule counties any plan which has not been
approved by the board of supervisors. Approval shall be so indicated on the plan presented for recording.
(e) If any road or any drainage facilities are opened, constructed or dedicated for public use or travel,
except in compliance with plans approved and recorded, neither the board of supervisors nor any public
authorities shall be required to place, construct or operate any sewer, drain, water pipe or other facilities
or do any work of any kind in or upon that road; and neither the board of supervisors nor any other public
authorities have any responsibility of any kind with respect to the road or drainage facilities even if they
are in use by the public. Nothing in this act shall prevent the laying of trunk sewers, drains or water or gas
mains if required by engineering necessity for the accommodation of other territory. (f) Any person who
constructs, opens or dedicates any road or any drainage facilities in connection therewith for public use or
travel in any Township without having first complied with this section and any resolutions of the board of
supervisors commits a misdemeanor of the third degree and is subject to a suit for all costs and damages
incurred by the Township or property owners in the course of correcting all substantive violations of State
or municipal law or regulations resulting from or arising out of the unlawfully recorded plan. All fines
and moneys so recovered shall be paid to the Township treasurer. (g) No approval of plans by the board
of supervisors shall obligate or require the Township to construct, reconstruct, maintain, repair or grade
the roads.
Section 1916. Markers and Monuments. The board of supervisors and its agents may enter any land and
property and maintain marks and monuments in carrying out its powers and duties under this article.
Section 1917. Powers of State and Counties Preserved. Nothing contained in this article shall be held to
restrict or limit the Department of Transportation or any county in the exercise of any of its duties, powers
and functions under any State law.
Section 1918. Power to Open Drains and Ditches. (a) The board of supervisors or its agents may enter
any lands or enclosures and cut, open, maintain and repair drains or ditches through the property when
necessary to carry the water from the roads. (b) Any person who damages or diverts any drain or ditch
without the authority of the board of supervisors commits a summary offense and is liable for the cost of
restoring the drain or ditch. All fines and moneys so recovered shall be paid to the Township treasurer.
Section 1919. Railroad Crossings. (a) Every Township constructing a road across a railroad shall
construct the road above or below the grade thereof unless permitted by the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission to construct the road at grade. (b) Any crossing of a railroad by a road or any vacation of any
road crossing a railroad shall be made only under the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission. Compensation for damages to the owners of adjacent property taken, injured or destroyed
shall be determined under 66 Pa. C.S. (relating to public utilities).
Section 1920. Permits. No railroad or street railway shall be constructed upon any Township road, nor
shall any railroad or street railway crossings, driveway connections, gas pipe, water pipe, electric conduits
or other piping be laid upon or in, nor shall any telephone, telegraph or electric light or power poles or
any coal tipples or any other obstructions be erected upon or in, any portion of a Township road except
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under conditions, restrictions and regulations specified in permits granted by the Township for that
purpose. Each application shall be submitted to the Township in duplicate. The Township shall collect a
fee as determined by the Department of Transportation for processing the application and another fee for
making the inspection. Each application shall be accompanied by both fees. When the Township grants
the permit, the board of supervisors or its agents shall inspect the work authorized by the permit upon the
completion thereof and, when necessary, enforce compliance with the conditions, restrictions and
regulations specified by the Township. In addition to that inspection, the board of supervisors or its agents
may reinspect the work not more than two years after its completion, and, if any settlement of the road
surface or other defect appears in the work contrary to the conditions, restrictions and regulations of the
Township, it may enforce compliance therewith. If the applicant fails to rectify a defect which presents an
immediate or imminent safety or health problem within forty-eight hours or any other defect within sixty
days after written notice from the board of supervisors to do so, the board of supervisors or its agents may
do the work and impose upon the applicant the cost thereof, together with an additional twenty percent of
the cost, which may be recovered by an action in assumpsit in the court of common pleas of the county.
All fees received by the Township shall he paid into the Township treasury. Nothing in this section shall
be construed to require a permit in advance for emergency repairs necessary for the safety of the public or
the restoration or continuance of public utility service or other public service, but application for the
permit and the fees shall be submitted within five days after completion of the work, after which time the
remaining provisions of this section apply. Nothing in this section authorizes the Township to regulate or
control the operations of any permittee except under this section.
Section 1921. Penalty for Destroying Signs. A person shall not destroy, remove, injure or deface any sign
legally erected upon or near any public street, road or bridge by the board of supervisors, or by any club,
association or other organized body, for the direction, guidance or safety of travelers. A person shall not
destroy, remove, injure or deface any temporary traffic-control device legally erected to enhance traffic or
worker safety in a construction or maintenance work zone, including, but not limited to, cones, batons,
barrels, barricades, signs, sign trucks, arrow boards or other devices specified in a traffic safety plan
approved by the Township or the Department of Transportation. Any person who violates this section
commits a summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than two
hundred dollars ($200) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) for the first offense and a mandatory
fine of five hundred dollars ($500) for the second or any subsequent offense, with costs of prosecution,
together with the value of the destroyed, removed or defaced sign. All fines and moneys imposed and
collected shall be paid to the Township treasurer.
Section 1922. Protection of Highways from Snowdrifts. (a) The board of supervisors may enter private
property adjacent to any public road or highway and place thereon a snow fence to within a limit of one
hundred feet from the right-of-way line of the public road in order to eliminate snow drifting on the
traveled portion of the public road. (b) A snow fence may not be placed before the first day of November
or remain in place after the first day of April of the succeeding year unless the written consent of the
owner is obtained, agreeing to an extension of time for the removal of the snow fence.
(c) If the board of supervisors and the owner of the property upon which a snow fence is placed and
removed under this section cannot agree to the amount of compensation, if any, to be paid to the owner
for placing the fence, including the amount of damages, if any, to be paid for injury to the property
resulting from placing and removing the fence, the owner may petition the court of common pleas of the
county for the appointment of viewers to ascertain the amount of damage incurred in the manner provided
in this act for eminent domain proceedings. Damages, if any, when ascertained shall be paid by the
Township from the general Township fund.
Section 1923. Saving Trees and Shrubbery. (a) The board of supervisors or its agents shall not remove
any shrub or tree growing within the right-of-way of any Township road or street except those shrubs and
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trees the board of supervisors finds to constitute a hazardous or dangerous condition to the use of the
highway or those which impair the use or maintenance of the public road or street. No tree having a trunk
diameter in excess of six inches shall be removed without notice of the proposed removal having first
been given to the abutting property owner. The Township supervisors shall determine by resolution the
form of notice to property owners. (b) All logs, cordwood, branch wood or other forms of wood derived
from the destruction or removal of any trees growing along the highways shall be surrendered to and
remain the property of the abutting owners. (c) The board of supervisors may clear out brush and other
refuse along the sides of the road to the legal width thereof. All clearing and removal of brush and refuse
shall be confined to growth that is within the right-of-way and to the removal of branches that in any way
interfere with public travel. No other injury by fire, cutting, abrasion or otherwise shall be done to the
standing timber. (d) Any person who violates the provisions of this section commits a summary offense.
All fines shall be paid into the general Township find. (e) Nothing in this section prevents the board of
supervisors or other persons in their employ from removing roadside trees which may be thrown down by
wind or lodged in a position as to be a menace to public travel or which, by reason of any other cause,
may become a source of danger to the public.
Section 1924. Obstructions and Nuisances. Any person who obstructs any public road or commits any
nuisance thereon by felling trees, making fences, turning the road, diverting water onto or in any other
way and who does not, on notice given by the board of supervisors, immediately remove the obstruction
or nuisance and repair the damages done to the road commits a summary offense. Nothing in this section
shall debar a prosecution for any nuisance as in case of misdemeanor at common law.
Section 1925. Traffic Lights and Signals. The board of supervisors may provide for the erection,
maintenance and operation of traffic lights and traffic signals in accordance with applicable
Commonwealth law.
Section 1926. Regulation of Parking. (a) The board of supervisors may by ordinance regulate parking,
provide parking accommodations to promote the convenience and protection of the public, post signs
regulating parking in areas established or designated for handicapped or severely disabled veteran parking
and impose penalties for the violation of those regulations. (b) The board of supervisors may provide for
the erection, maintenance and regulation of parking meters, and it may by ordinance establish parking
meter charges and impose penalties for the violation of those regulations.
Section 1927. Naming of Streets. The board of supervisors may provide for and regulate the naming of
streets, roads and highways. When the naming of a street, road or highway will affect signing maintained
by the Department of Transportation, the board of supervisors shall notify the department.
Section 1928. Bike Paths. The board of supervisors may provide for the construction and maintenance of
bike paths for the protection or convenience of the traveling public.
Section 1929. County Bridges. When the cost of construction or maintenance of a bridge located within
the Township is paid in whole or in part by the county, the board of supervisors may make agreements for
the maintenance and repair of the bridge.
Section 1930. Boundary Roads and Bridges. (a) When any road or bridge, other than a State or county
road or bridge, is created or located along, on or over boundaries between Townships and any other
municipal corporation, the creation, location, construction, maintenance and repair of the road or bridge
shall be the joint responsibility of the Township and the municipal corporation with which the common
boundary is shared. (b) The board of supervisors may make agreements with any adjacent municipal
corporation to provide for the apportionment of the cost of construction, repair and maintenance of
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boundary roads or bridges. (c) If an amicable agreement on the proportionate share of costs of
construction, repair and maintenance of boundary roads or bridges cannot be executed, the board of
supervisors or the governing body of the other municipal corporation involved may petition the court of
common pleas of the county or counties for a determination of the rights and responsibilities of the
respective municipal corporations involved.
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ARTICLE XX SANITARY SEWERS
Section 2001. Sanitary Sewers. The board of supervisors may establish and construct sanitary sewer
systems which shall if possible be constructed along and within the lines of the rights-of-way of public
roads. If the board of supervisors determines that the systems shall be located on or through private
property, the board of supervisors may acquire the land by gift, purchase or eminent domain.
Section 2002. Sanitary Sewer Connections. (a) The board of supervisors may by ordinance require
adjoining and adjacent property owners to connect with and use the sanitary sewer system, whether
constructed by the Township or a municipality authority or a joint sanitary sewer board. In the case of a
sanitary sewer system constructed by the Township pursuant to either section 2001 or 2016, the board of
supervisors may impose and charge to property owners who desire to or are required to connect to the
Township's sewer system a connection fee, a customer facilities fee, a tapping fee and other similar fees,
as enumerated and defined by clause (t) of subsection B of section 4 of the act of May 2, 1945 (P.L. 382,
No. 164), known as the "Municipality Authorities Act of 1945," as a condition of connection to a
Township-owned sewer collection, treatment or disposal facility. If any owner of property adjoining or
adjacent to or whose principal building is within one hundred and fifty feet from the sanitary sewer fails
to connect with and use the sanitary sewer for a period of sixty days after notice to do so has been served
by the board of supervisors, either by personal service or by registered mail, the board of supervisors or
their agents may enter the property and construct the connection. The board of supervisors shall send an
itemized bill of the cost of construction to the owner of the property to which connection has been made,
which bill is payable immediately. If the owner fails to pay the bill, the board of supervisors shall file a
municipal lien for the cost of the construction within six months of the date of completion of the
connection. (b) When an existing sanitary sewer system owned by or leased to a Township is extended or
altered at the expense of a developer or other private person or corporation under the supervision of the
Township or a municipality authority of the Township, the board of supervisors may by ordinance or
resolution take over the extension or alteration and compel all owners of property which is not already
connected to an existing public sanitary sewer system and which is accessible to and whose principal
building is within one hundred and fifty feet from the sanitary sewer extension to make connection
therewith and use the sanitary sewer system as the board of supervisors may order. (c) Whenever a sewer
system or any part or extension thereof owned by a Township has been constructed by the Township at
the expense of a private person or corporation or has been constructed by a private person or corporation
under the supervision of the Township at the expense of the private person or corporation, the board of
supervisors shall have the right to charge a tapping fee, including a reimbursement component, and refund
said reimbursement component to the person or corporation who has paid for the construction of said
sewer system or any part or extension thereof. (d) The board of supervisors shall not require any
commercial or industrial business to connect to the Township sanitary sewer system when the commercial
or industrial business is operating a private sanitary sewage treatment plant under mandate of any agency
of the Federal or State Government. This exemption shall last as long as the private sanitary sewage
treatment plant continues to meet the specifications and standards mandated by the Federal or State
agency and for forty-five days after that. If, during the days immediately after the day a business' private
sanitary sewage treatment plant is determined to be below Federal or State mandates, repairs cannot be
made to bring the private sewage treatment system back up to satisfactory condition, the board of
supervisors may require the business to connect to the Township sanitary sewer system. The full costs of
connection to and any necessary refurbishing of the Township sanitary sewer system shall be paid by the
business. (e) The exemption in subsection (d) is not available in any situation where the business seeking
to use it had notice, either actual or constructive, before construction of its sewage treatment plant, of the
Township's intention to construct a sanitary sewer system and to require that business to connect with its
system. (f) The Department of Environmental Protection shall not issue any permit to allow a commercial
or industrial business to construct its own private sewage treatment plant without the written consent of
the board of supervisors of the Township.
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Section 2003. Notice of Contemplated Construction. No sanitary sewer system shall be constructed under
this article unless a resolution of the board of supervisors authorizing the construction is published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the Township once a week for three successive weeks.
Section 2004. Entering Lands to Mark Sanitary Sewer Routes; Damages. In the absence of an agreement
with the owners of land required for sanitary sewer systems or for the marking of the route of the systems,
the board of supervisors or its agents have the right to enter the lands for that purpose. For all damage
done by entering the land under this section, the general fund of the Township shall be pledged as
security. Damages shall be determined by viewers under this act for eminent domain proceedings.
Section 2005. Sanitary Sewer Systems; Acquisition of Land and Facilities; Damages. The board of
supervisors may acquire by eminent domain or make contracts with other municipal corporations,
corporations or persons for the acquisition of lands or facilities for the location, construction,
maintenance, reconstruction and enlargement of sanitary sewer systems and treatment facilities.
Acquisitions may be made for the purpose of future construction or additions to existing systems. The
acquired land may be located either inside or outside the boundaries of the Township. For all damage
done to owners of land by reason of the taking of the land, the general fund of the Township shall be
pledged as security. Damages shall be determined by viewers under this act for eminent domain
proceedings.
Section 2006. Cost of Construction; How Paid. All or part of the cost of construction of a sanitary sewer
system constructed under this article may be charged upon the properties accommodated or benefited by
the construction.
Section 2007. Sanitary Sewer Districts. (a) When a sanitary sewer system is constructed for the
accommodation of a certain portion of the Township, the board of supervisors may before or after the
construction designate the territory accommodated as one sanitary sewer district or divide it into several
sanitary sewer districts. The board of supervisors shall estimate the proportion of the cost of the sanitary
sewer system to be charged on each of the districts and declare and establish the apportionment by
resolution. (b) When a sanitary sewer system is constructed for the benefit only of a certain portion of the
Township and the cost of main sanitary sewers, pumping stations, pressure lines, et cetera, is charged
against the sanitary sewer district or sanitary sewer districts, all or part of the amount charged to each
district may be assessed to the district by an assessment upon each lot or piece of land in the district, in
proportion to its frontage abutting on the sanitary sewer, or by an assessment upon the several properties
abutting on the sanitary sewer, in proportion to benefits, or upon the properties connected with and using
the sanitary sewers as rental fees, or each lot or piece of ground abutting upon the sanitary sewer may be
assessed, in proportion to its frontage or according to benefits, the cost of a local sanitary sewer, and the
balance of the amount charged against the district may be assessed upon the properties connected with
and using the sanitary sewer, as rental fees. No district shall be charged with more than its due proportion
of the cost of the main sanitary sewers, pumping stations, et cetera, used jointly by more than one district.
If the whole of the Township is accommodated by the sanitary sewer system, it may be treated as a single
district.
Section 2008. Manner of Assessment. If the Township is divided into sanitary sewer districts, the
assessment in each district may be by different methods. The assessment, if any, for sanitary sewer
system construction shall be charged upon the properties accommodated or benefited by one of the
following methods: (1) By an assessment, under an ordinance of the board of supervisors, of each lot or
piece of land in proportion to its frontage abutting on the sanitary sewer system, allowing an equitable
reduction in the case of corner properties and unusually shaped properties or those properties abutting on
more than one collector line of the sanitary sewer as the resolution or ordinance may specify. When the
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lot or piece of land is on a corner, it shall be assessed for its entire frontage abutting on any sanitary sewer
system. (2) By an equal assessment on all properties abutting on the sanitary sewer system in proportion
to the total cost of construction of the sanitary sewer system. The amount of the charge on each property
shall be determined by the board of supervisors.
Section 2009. Procedure for Assessments. If taxpayers of the district whose property valuation as
assessed for taxable purposes within the district amounts to fifty percent of the total property valuation so
assessed or if taxpayers representing fifty percent of the parcels within the district present a petition
within three months of the adoption of an ordinance levying an assessment under section 2008 to the
court of common pleas that the assessment insufficiently represents the benefits accruing to abutting
properties, they may include in the petition a request for the appointment of viewers to assess benefits.
The court shall appoint and charge three disinterested viewers, none of whom shall be a resident of that
portion of the Township which is accommodated by the sanitary sewer system in question, with the duties
to assess damages and benefits. Upon the filing of a petition by taxpayers for appointment of viewers, any
assessment made by the board of supervisors and any proceedings shall be stayed pending the disposition
of the petition by the court.
Section 2010. Liens for Assessments; Costs of Proceedings. After the amount of the assessment charged
upon the several properties has been established by resolution making assessments according to section
2008 or by confirmation of any report of viewers, in whole or in part, the amounts of all assessments are
payable to the Township treasurer for the use of the sanitary sewer district or districts or the Township in
which they are assessed. The board of supervisors shall make out bills for the amounts charged against
each property, which shall be sent to all property owners whose property will be served by the sanitary
sewer system. If the assessment is not paid within ninety days after the mailing of a bill therefor, the
board of supervisors shall collect it by action of assumpsit or under law for the filing and recovery of
municipal claims.
Section 2011. Rental Fees. (a) All persons whose property is connected to a sanitary sewer system shall
pay to the Township treasurer, in addition to the cost of making the connection, a monthly, quarterly,
semi-annual or annual charge adopted by a resolution of the board of supervisors. The charges constitute
a lien until paid against the property connected to the sanitary sewer system, and the amount thereof may
be recovered by due process of law. All water utilities supplying water to users within the boundaries of
the Township shall at the request of the board of supervisors furnish to the Township, on or before the
fifteenth day of the month following the month during which bills are issued, a list of all water meter
readings and flat-rate water bills and the basis for each flat-rate water charge so that the data may be used
in calculating rental fees. The Township may pay to the utilities clerical and other expenses incurred in
the preparation of the lists. (b) All sewer rentals received shall be deposited in a special fund to be used
only for the payment of the cost of construction, reconstruction, repair, operation and maintenance of the
sanitary sewer system.
Section 2012. State and County Highways; Consents Necessary. Sanitary sewers may be constructed in
or under any State or county highway. If the construction of sanitary sewers is in or under county
highways, the consent of the county council shall first be obtained and, if the construction of sanitary
sewers is in or under any State highway, the consent of the Department of Transportation shall first be
obtained.
Section 2013. Municipal Corporation; Municipality Authority; Agreements for Connections;
Appointment of Viewers. (a) The Township may by agreement connect with an existing sanitary sewer
owned by any municipal corporation or municipality authority for either sewage collection or treatment
purposes. (b) If the Township desires to connect with the existing sewer of any municipal corporation or
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municipality authority, a petition shall be presented by the board of supervisors to the court of common
pleas setting forth the facts. The court shall fix a day for hearing upon the petition and direct public notice
be given to all interested parties. If the court is of the opinion that the connection can be made without
impairing the usefulness of the existing sanitary sewer system, it shall appoint three viewers to view the
premises, investigate the facts of the case, assess the necessary costs and expenses of making the
connection and the proportionate part of the expense of building the original sanitary sewer system upon
the Township, determine the proportion of the expense for repairs which the municipal corporation or
municipality authority and the Township shall bear and determine all other questions liable to arise in
connection therewith.
Section 2014. Report of Viewers.-The viewers shall report the results of their investigation to the court,
and the court shall confirm the report within thirty days of its submission unless exceptions are filed. Any
interested party may appeal the disposition of filed exceptions.
Section 2015. Acquisition of Existing Sanitary Sewer Systems. (a) The board of supervisors of the
Township in which the facilities are located may acquire all or part of an existing sanitary sewer system
or community subsurface sewage collection and treatment system. (b) Acquisition may be by either
purchase, when the board of supervisors and the owner can agree on a price not exceeding the actual
value of the sanitary sewer system or part thereof to be transferred, or by deed of dedication to the
Township by the owners of the sanitary sewer system or part thereof or by the exercise of eminent
domain.
(c) If any sanitary sewer system or community subsurface disposal collection and treatment system is
acquired by purchase or taking under this section, the cost of acquisition may be distributed or assessed
under this act as when a sanitary sewer system is constructed by the Township.
(d) The rights, powers and duties of the board of supervisors with respect to acquired systems are the
same as exist with respect to sanitary sewer systems constructed by the Township.
Section 2016. Joint Sanitary Sewer Systems. The Township may contract with other municipal
corporations and municipal authorities providing for the joint construction or maintenance of sanitary
sewer systems and for the connection onto existing sanitary sewer systems. The agreements shall provide
for the apportionment of costs among the municipal corporations. The board of supervisors may assess
the Township's respective portions of the costs, as may be legally assessable, upon property benefited by
the facilities. Any portion of the cost not assessed or assessable shall be paid by the respective municipal
corporations under the agreement.
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ARTICLE XXI WATER SUPPLY
Section 2101. Contracts With Water Companies and Municipal Corporations and Acquisition of Water
Systems. (a) The board of supervisors may by contract with any private corporation or any adjacent
municipal corporation owning a waterworks system provide water for public and private uses, to be
delivered through lines owned by that company or municipal corporation within the Township. The
contract shall provide the manner by which the cost of the water service shall be paid by the consumers.
(b) The board of supervisors may purchase or acquire a privately owned water system to provide water
for public and private uses. If a privately owned water company fails to render service as required by the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, the board of supervisors may with the approval of the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission exercise the right of eminent domain to acquire the water system
of the water company to provide water for public and private uses.
Section 2102. Water Lines and Connections. The board of supervisors may contract with any private
corporation or any adjacent municipal corporation owning a water system to provide water for public and
private uses to be delivered into the lines of the Township at or near the boundary thereof. The board of
supervisors may by contract lay water lines and extensions and regulate the making of connections
therewith.
Section 2103. Connection to Water System. (a)The board of supervisors may by ordinance require that a
property owner connect with and use a water system of the Township or municipality authority or a joint
water board in either of the following cases: (1) If, except as provided in subsection (b), the property
owner's principal building is located within one hundred fifty feet of a water system or any part or
extension of the system. (2) If the property owner's principal building has no supply of water which is
safe for human consumption. (b) A property owner who, after the effective date of this subsection, is
subject to mandatory connection pursuant to subsection (a)(1), shall not be required to connect to the
water system pursuant to that subsection if all of the following conditions exist:
(1) The water system of part of extension of the system that is within one hundred fifty feet of the
principal building was in existence on the effective date of this subsection. (2) The principal building has
its own supply of water which is safe for human consumption. (3) Prior to the effective date of this
subsection, the property owner was not required to connect to the existing system. (c) Those industries
and farms which have their own supply of water for uses other than human consumption may continue to
use their own for that purpose but are required to use the Township water system to provide water for
human consumption. (d) In the case of a water system provided by the Township or municipality
authority or a joint water board, the board of supervisors may impose and charge to property owners who
desire to or are required to connect to the water system a connection fee, a customer facilities fee, a
tapping fee and other similar fees as may be allowed under applicable law. (e) Whenever a water system
or any part or extension thereof owned by a Township has been constructed by the Township at the
expense of a private person or corporation or has been constructed by a private person or corporation
under the supervision of the Township at the expense of the private person or corporation, the board of
supervisors shall have the right to charge a tapping fee, including a reimbursement component, and refund
said reimbursement component to the person or corporation who has paid for the construction of said
water system or any part or extension thereof. (f) (1) If any property owner required under subsection (a)
to connect with and use the system fails to do so within ninety days after notice to do so has been served
by the board of supervisors, the board of supervisors or their agents may enter the property and construct
the connection. (2) The board of supervisors shall send an itemized bill of the cost of construction of
connection to the owner of the property to which connection has been made, which bill is payable
immediately, or the board of supervisors may authorize the payment of the cost of construction of
connections in equal installments.
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Section 2104. Water Rents. The board of supervisors may provide for the collection of water rents from
users of water supplied by the Township.
Section 2105. Distribution System; State Permit. The board of supervisors may by ordinance provide,
acquire, establish, regulate and protect any system of distribution of water for private and public use after
a certified copy of the plans and surveys for the system, with a description of the sources from which it is
proposed to derive the supply, are filed with the Department of Environmental Protection and a written
permit for the construction of the system is obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection.
Section 2106. Occupation of Highways. In regulating, protecting and extending its system of distribution
of water, the Township may occupy public highways, but no highway under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Transportation shall be occupied until a permit therefor has been obtained from the
department nor any highway under the jurisdiction of the county until a permit therefor has been obtained
from the county commissioners.
Section 2107. Joint Construction, Acquisition or Maintenance of Water Systems. The Township may join
with any other municipal corporation in the construction or acquisition and maintenance of water systems.
The construction of water systems shall be commenced only after plans for the systems have been filed
with the Department of Environmental Protection and permits have been issued.
Section 2108. Public Utility Law Saved. Nothing contained in this article shall be construed to repeal or
to supersede any of the provisions of 66 Pa. C.S. .
Section 2109. Cost of Construction; How Paid. All or part of the cost of construction of any water system
constructed by the authority of this article may be charged upon the properties accommodated or
benefited thereby.
Section 2110. Water Districts. The board of supervisors may designate, define and create one or more
water districts within the Township, and the board of supervisors shall determine the proportion of the
cost of the water system which shall be equitably charged on each district and declare and establish the
apportionment by resolution. No district shall be charged with more than its due proportion of the cost of
the main pipe lines, pumping stations, et cetera, used jointly by more than one district.
Section 2111. Assessment. The board of supervisors may provide for the payment of the cost of water
lines or water systems in the Township or in districts thereof by an assessment upon the properties
accommodated or benefited by one of the following methods: (1) By an assessment under a resolution or
ordinance of the board of supervisors of each lot or piece of land in proportion to its frontage abutting on
the water mains, allowing an equitable reduction in the case of corner properties and unusually shaped
properties or in the case of properties abutting on more than one main as the resolution or ordinance may
specify. (2) By an equal assessment on all properties abutting on the mains in proportion to the total cost
of construction. The amount of the charge on each property shall be determined by the board of
supervisors.
Section 2112. Procedure for Assessment. If taxpayers of the district whose property valuation as assessed
for taxable purposes within the district amounts to fifty percent of the total property valuation so assessed
or if taxpayers representing fifty percent of the parcels within the district present a petition within three
months of the adoption of a resolution or ordinance levying an assessment under section 2112, to the
court of common pleas stating that the assessment insufficiently represents the benefits accruing to
abutting properties, they may include in the petition a request for the appointment of viewers to assess
benefits. The court shall appoint and charge three disinterested viewers, none of whom shall be a resident

46
of that portion of the Township which is accommodated by the sanitary sewer system in question, with
the duties to assess damages and benefits. Upon the filing of the petition by taxpayers for appointment of
viewers, any assessment made by the board of supervisors and any proceedings shall be stayed pending
the disposition of the petition by the court.
Section 2113. Liens for Assessments; Costs of Proceedings. After the amount of the assessment charged
upon the several properties has been established by resolution making assessments according to Section
2112 or by confirmation of any report of viewers, in whole or in part, the board of supervisors shall make
out bills for the amounts charged against each property, which shall be sent to all property owners whose
property will served by the water system. If the assessment is not paid within sixty days after the mailing
of a bill therefor, the board of supervisors shall collect it by action of assumpsit or under law for the filing
and recovery of municipal claims.
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ARTICLE XXII STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS AND FACILITIES
Section 2201. Storm Water Management Systems Authorized. The board of supervisors may plan, design,
construct, assemble, install and alter facilities, including, but not limited to, inlets, outlets, systems of
piping, diversion terraces, grass waterways, energy dissipaters, storm water retention devices and natural
or artificial infiltration areas, to manage surface water runoff.
Section 2202. Construction of Storm Water Management Facilities. (a) The board of supervisors may
acquire by purchase, deed of dedication or eminent domain proceedings all or part of any existing system
or facility for the management of surface water runoff which may have been established or constructed by
any property owner in the Township or establish, construct and maintain systems or facilities in the best
interest of the Township. (b) If the board of supervisors and the owners of systems can agree upon a price
to be paid by the Township, the purchase may be consummated if the amount to be paid does not exceed
the actual value of the facilities to be transferred. (c) If the board of supervisors acquires the system by the
exercise of eminent domain, the damages shall be determined by viewers for eminent domain
proceedings.
Section 2203. System Management. (a) When exercising the powers under this article, the board of
supervisors shall manage storm water originating in or passing through the Township in a manner which
is consistent with the requirements of the act known as the "Storm Water Management Act," and the
storm water management guidelines and any regulations which may be adopted by the Department of
Environmental Protection. (b) All storm water management activities undertaken must be consistent with
any watershed storm water management plan when the plan has been approved by the Department of
Environmental Protection. (c) When storm water management activities are undertaken in watersheds for
which there is no approved storm water management plan, all drawings, documents, profiles and designs
and descriptions of the proposed activities to be undertaken by the Township shall be submitted to the
county conservation district for review and comment before the initiation of earthmoving activities. The
conservation district shall have thirty days to review and respond with comments to the board of
supervisors. Failure to respond within that time constitutes favorable comment by the conservation
district.
Section 2204. Ordinances. The board of supervisors may enact storm water management ordinances and
require persons conducting earthmoving activities to obtain approval from the board of supervisors for
those activities. Ordinances must be consistent with watershed storm water management plans where they
exist and in all cases must be consistent with the act known as the "Storm Water Management Act."
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ARTICLE XXIII CONTRACTS
Section 2301. Power to Make Contracts. The board of supervisors may make contracts for purchases
under this Charter and the laws of this Commonwealth.
Section 2302. Letting Contracts. (a) All contracts or purchases in excess of the required advertising
amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000), except those specifically excluded, shall not be made except
with and from the lowest responsible bidder after due notice in one newspaper of general circulation in
the Township. The notice for bids shall be published at least two times at intervals of not less than three
days in daily newspapers or once a week for two successive weeks in weekly newspapers. The first
advertisement shall be published not more than forty-five days, and the second advertisement not less
than ten days, before the date set for the opening of bids. Notice of proposed contracts or purchases shall
also be posted where the board of supervisors normally meets or in a conspicuous place within the
Township. Any published notice for bids shall contain full plans and specifications, or refer to the places
where copies thereof can be obtained, state the amount of the performance bond determined under
subsection (g) and give the date, time and place of a meeting at which an individual or committee
appointed by the board of supervisors or the board of supervisors will open and read the bids. (b) Written
or telephonic price quotations from at least three qualified and responsible contractors shall be requested
for all contracts that exceed four thousand dollars ($4,000) but are less than the amount requiring
advertisement and competitive bidding, or, in lieu of price quotations, a memorandum shall be kept on
file showing that fewer than three qualified contractors exist in the market area within which it is
practicable to obtain quotations. A written record of telephonic price quotations shall be made and shall
contain at least the date of the quotation, the name of the contractor and the contractor's representative,
the construction, reconstruction, repair, maintenance or work which was the subject of the quotation and
the price. Written price quotations, written records of telephonic price quotations and memoranda shall be
retained for a period of three years. (c) The board of supervisors may purchase or make contracts under
the act of October 27, 1979 (P.L. 241, No. 78), entitled "An act authorizing political subdivisions,
municipality authorities and transportation authorities to enter into contracts for the purchase of goods
where no bids are received," if no bids are received on an item after proper notices. (d) The amount of the
contract, whether of straight sale price, conditional sale, lease, lease purchase or otherwise, is the entire
amount the Township pays to the successful bidder in order to obtain the services or property, or both,
and does not mean only the amount which is paid to acquire title or to receive any other particular benefit
or benefits. (e) The award of contracts shall only be made by public announcement at the meeting at
which bids are opened by the board of supervisors, or received from the individual or committee
appointed by the board of supervisors to open and read bids, or at a subsequent meeting of the board of
supervisors, the time and place of which shall be publicly announced when bids are received. If for any
reason one or both of the meetings are not held, the same business may be transacted at a subsequent
meeting if at least five days' notice of the meeting is published in the same newspaper as the notice of
bids. Bidders shall be notified and other interested parties, upon request, shall be notified of the date, time
and location of the opening of bids and may be present when the bids are opened. (f) The board of
supervisors may reject all bids received if it is believed to be in the best interest of the Township, and at a
public meeting the reasons for the rejection of all bids shall be announced and be noted in the minutes.
(g) Unless covered under the bonding requirements of the act of December 20, 1967 (P.L. 869, No. 385),
known as the "Public Works Contractors' Bond Law of 1967," the successful bidder shall furnish a bond
guaranteeing performance of the contract, in an amount as determined by the supervisors at the time of
advertising for bids which shall be not less than ten percent nor more than one hundred percent of the
amount of the contract, within twenty days after the contract is awarded. If the bidder fails to furnish the
bond within twenty days, unless delivery is made or the entire contract is fulfilled during that time, the
contract is void. Delivery, accomplishment and guarantees may be required in all cases, including the
exceptions contained in this section. (h) The contracts or purchases made by the board of supervisors
involving payments in excess of the required advertising amount, which do not require advertising,
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bidding or price quotations are as follows: (1) Those made for emergency or routine maintenance, repairs
or replacements for water, electric light and other public works of the Township if they do not constitute
new additions, extensions or enlargements of existing facilities and equipment. (2) Those made for
improvements, repairs or maintenance of any kind made or provided by any Township through its own
employes. All contracts or purchases of materials used for improvement, maintenance or construction in
excess of four thousand dollars ($4,000) but less than the required advertising amount are subject to the
provisions contained in subsection (b), and those contracts or purchases in excess of the required
advertising amount are subject to the advertising requirements contained in subsection (a).
(3) Those involving any policies of insurance or surety company bonds, those made for public utility
service, those made for electricity, natural gas or telecommunications service either directly or with an
association in which the Township is a member and those made with another municipal corporation,
county, school district or municipality authority or Federal or State Government, including the sale,
leasing or loan of any supplies or materials by the Federal or State Government or their agencies. (4)
Those involving personal or professional services. (5) Those made for materials and supplies or
equipment rental under emergency conditions under 35 Pa.C.S. Pt. V. (6) Those contracts involving
equipment rental with operators if more than fifty percent of the total labor personnel hours required for
the completion of the contract is supplied by the Township through its own employes. (7) Those
contracts for the purchase of repair parts or materials for use in existing Township equipment or facilities
if the item or material to be purchased is the sole item of its kind on the market or is manufactured as a
replacement for the original item or equipment being repaired. (8) Those for used equipment, articles,
apparatus, appliances, vehicles or parts thereof being purchased from a public utility. (9) Those where
particular types, models or pieces of equipment, articles, apparatus, appliances, vehicles or parts thereof
which are patented and manufactured products. (i) No Township official, either elected or appointed, or
Township employe who knows, or who by the exercise of reasonable diligence could know, shall be
interested to any appreciable degree, either directly or indirectly, in any contract for the sale or furnishing
of any supplies or materials for the use of the Township or for any work to be done for the Township
involving the payment by the Township of more than five hundred dollars ($500) in any year unless the
contract is awarded through the public bid process. This limitation does not apply if the officer or
appointee of the Township is an employe of the person, firm or corporation to which the money is to be
paid in a capacity with no possible influence on the transaction and the officer cannot possibly be
benefited thereby, either financially or otherwise. If a supervisor is within this exception, the supervisor
shall so inform the board of supervisors and refrain from voting on the payments and shall in no manner
participate in the contract. Any official or appointee who knowingly violates this provision is subject to
surcharge to the extent of the damage shown to be sustained by the Township, is ousted from office or
employment and commits a misdemeanor of the third degree. (j) Contracts for the purchase of materials
or rental of equipment for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance and improvement of roads and
bridges shall be in writing and let only on standard specifications of the Department of Transportation. (k)
Contracts for the purchase of materials or supplies may be bid on a per-unit basis. (l) Every contract for
the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, improvement or maintenance of public works shall
comply with the act of March 3, 1978 (P.L. 6, No. 3), known as the "Steel Products Procurement Act."
(m) No person, consultant, firm or corporation contracting with a Township for purposes of rendering
personal or professional services to the Township shall share with any Township officer or employe, and
no Township officer or employe shall accept, any portion of the compensation or fees paid by the
Township for the contracted services provided to the Township except under the following terms or
conditions: (1) Full disclosure of all relevant information regarding the sharing of the compensation or
fees shall be made to the board of supervisors. (2) The board of supervisors must approve the sharing of
any fee or compensation for personal or professional services before the performance of the services. (3)
No fee or compensation for personal or professional services may be shared except for work actually
performed.
(4) No shared fee or compensation for personal or professional services may be paid at a rate in excess of
the commensurate for similar personal or professional services.
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Section 2303. Road Contracts. The board of supervisors may make a contract for the improvement and
keeping in repair of Township roads. No contract shall extend over a period of more than four years.
Every contractor for road work shall give bond for the amount of the contract and sign specifications
furnished by the board of supervisors for the building and care of the contract roads.
Section 2304. Evasion of Advertising Requirements. (a) No supervisor shall evade the provisions of
section 2301 as to advertising for bids by purchasing or contracting for services and personal properties
piecemeal to obtain prices under the required advertising price. This provision is intended to make
unlawful the evading of advertising requirements by making a series of purchases or contracts each for
less than the advertising requirement price, or by making several simultaneous purchases or contracts
each below the required advertising price, when the transactions involved should have been made as one
transaction for one price. Any supervisors who vote in violation of this provision and who know that the
transaction upon which they vote is or ought to be part of a larger transaction and that it is being divided
in order to evade the requirements as to advertising for bids are jointly and severally subject to surcharge
for ten percent of the full amount of the contract or purchase. (b) Any supervisor who votes to unlawfully
evade the provisions of this article and who knows that the transaction upon which he so votes is or ought
to be a part of a larger transaction and that it is being divided in order to evade the requirements as to
advertising for bids commits a misdemeanor of the third degree for each contract entered into as a direct
result of that vote. This penalty shall be in addition to any surcharge which may be assessed pursuant to
subsection (a).
Section 2305. Bonds for Protection of Labor and Material Suppliers. Before any contract exceeding five
thousand dollars ($5,000) is awarded to any prime contractor or construction manager for the
construction, reconstruction, alteration or repair of any building or other public work or public
improvement of the Township, the contractor shall furnish to the Township a payment bond for the
protection of claimants supplying labor or materials to the prime contractor to whom the contract is
awarded, at one hundred percent of the contract amount, conditioned for the prompt payment of all
materials furnished or labor supplied or performed in the prosecution of the contract under the act of
December 20, 1967 (P.L. 869, No. 385), known as the "Public Works Contractors' Bond Law of 1967."
Section 2306. Purchase Contracts for Supplies and Equipment; Fire Company, Et Cetera; Participation.
The board of supervisors may permit any paid or volunteer fire company, paid or volunteer rescue
company and paid or volunteer ambulance company in the Township to participate in purchase contracts
for supplies and equipment of the Township and agreeing that it will be bound by any terms and
conditions the Township prescribes.
Section 2307. Separate Specifications for Branches of Work. In the preparation of specifications for the
erection or alteration of any public building, when the entire cost of the work exceeds the advertising
requirement price, the architect, engineer or person preparing the specifications shall prepare separate
specifications for the plumbing, heating, ventilating and electrical work, and the Township shall receive
separate bids upon each of those branches of work and award the contract to the lowest bidder.
Section 2308. Workers' Compensation Insurance. (a) All contracts executed by any Township which
involve the construction or performance of any work involving the employment of labor shall contain a
provision that the contractor shall accept, and file with the Township proof of compliance with or
exemption from, insofar as the work covered by the contract is concerned, the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.
736, No. 338), known as the "Workers' Compensation Act." (b) Any contract executed in violation of this
section is void.
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Section 2309. Engineers and Architects Not to be Interested in Contracts. (a) No architect or engineer in
the employ of the Township and engaged in the preparation of plans, specifications or estimates may bid
on any public work at any letting of the work in the Township. (b) An officer of a Township who is
charged with letting any public work may not award a contract to any architect or engineer in the employ
of the Township. (c) An architect or engineer in the employ of a Township may not be interested in any
contract for public work in the Township or receive any remuneration or gratuity from any person
interested in any contract except under section 2302(1). (d) Any person who violates this section commits
a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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ARTICLE XXIV TAXATION, FINANCE AND BUDGETING
Section 2401. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of Plymouth Township shall begin on January 1 and end on
December 31.
Section 2402. Township Budgets. (a) On or before October 25 of each year the Township Administrator
shall present to the board of supervisors the proposed Township budgets for the ensuing fiscal year. The
budgets shall provide a complete and balanced financial plan for all Township funds and activities. Each
budget shall be in the form of a separate ordinance and include all proposed expenditures and other uses
and all anticipated revenues and other sources of income, and any unreserved fund balance expected to be
used should be specifically identified. The total of all budgeted expenditures and other uses in each
budget shall not exceed the total of all budgeted revenues and other sources of income, plus any
unreserved fund balance that is expected to be used. The budgets shall clearly define all rates of taxation,
and these rates of taxation shall become law upon the effective date of the budgets. (b) Upon the
preparation of the proposed budget, the board of supervisors shall give public notice by advertisement
once in one newspaper of general circulation in the Township that the proposed budget is available for
public inspection at a designated place in the Township. After the proposed budget has been available for
public inspection for ten days, the board of supervisors shall hold at least one public hearing on the
proposed budget. The board of supervisors shall adopt the final budget not later then the 31st day of
December and the necessary appropriation measures required to put it into effect. (c) During the month of
January next following any municipal election, the board of supervisors may amend the adopted current
budget, levy and tax rate. A period of ten days' public inspection at the office of the Township secretary
of the proposed amended budget, after notice by the Township secretary to that effect is published once in
a newspaper of general circulation in the Township, shall intervene between the adoption of the proposed
amended budget and the final adoption of the amended budget. Any amended budget must be adopted by
the board of supervisors on or before the fifteenth day of February. (d) The board of supervisors may by
resolution make supplemental appropriations for any purpose from any funds on hand or estimated to be
received within the fiscal year and not otherwise appropriated, including the proceeds of any borrowing
authorized by law. Supplemental appropriations may be made whether or not an appropriation for that
purpose was included in the original budget as adopted. (e) The board of supervisors may by resolution
transfer unencumbered moneys from one Township account to another. Any transfer up to ten percent of
the unencumbered account shall be by resolution and any transfer greater than ten percent of the
unencumbered account shall be by ordinance; but no moneys may be transferred from a fund allocated for
the payment of debts or from any fund raised by a special tax levy or assessment for a particular purpose.
Section 2403. Budget Format. The format of the proposed budgets shall be as provided for in the
Administrative Code. Unless changed by the Administrative Code, the budgets shall, at a minimum:
A. Be line item budgets structured by department, office, agency, board, commission, other
administrative unit, and budgetary function, and meet current recognized best practices.
B. provide comparative figures on actual year-to-date and estimated remaining revenues and other
sources and expenditures and other uses for the current fiscal year and actual figures for at least the
preceding fiscal year.
C. Enumerate proposed capital expenditures by project and, where practical, by department, division,
office, agency, board, commission, other administrative unit, or budgetary function, and identify the
method of financing each capital expenditure.
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Section 2404. Budget Message. The proposed budgets submitted by the Township Administrator shall
include a budget message that shall serve as a simple and clear general summary of the various budgets
and describe their important features; explain the Township’s programs, goals, and objectives for the
ensuing fiscal year and their financial implications; indicate any major changes from the current year in
financial policies, expenditures, revenues, and personnel complement together with the reasons for such
changes; summarize the Township’s debt position; and include such other information as the
Administrator deems appropriate.
Section 2405. Failure to Adopt Budget. If the board of supervisors fails to adopt an annual budget by
December 31st of the year in which it is submitted, the authority to expend Township funds for any
purpose except payment on debt and for budgeted special purpose expenses shall end as of December 31
of the current fiscal year. No expenditures of Township funds for general fund purposes may be expended
in the absence of an adopted budget after January 1 of the new fiscal year.

Section 2406. Long-range Operational, Fiscal, and Capital Plan. On or before June 1 of each year, the
Township Administrator shall submit to board of supervisors a long-range plan for public operations and
services, fiscal policy, and capital improvements covering at least the five (5) subsequent fiscal years. The
format of this long-range plan and the information contained in it shall be as provided for in the
Administrative Code, and the requirements for public inspection, public hearing, and the number of votes
required for approval shall be consistent with the procedures established in this Charter for the adoption
of the annual Township budget.
Section 2407. Accounting System. The Township’s accounting system shall be as provided for in the
Administrative Code. However, unless changed by the Administrative Code, it shall be a fund-based
system and must adhere to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.
Section 2408. Investment of Township Funds. (a) The board of supervisors may: (1) Make investment of
Township sinking funds as authorized by the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L. 78 1, No. 185), known as the
"Local Government Unit Debt Act." (2) Make investment of moneys in the general fund and in special
funds of the Township. (3) Liquidate any investment, in whole or in part, by disposing of securities or
withdrawing funds on deposit. Any action taken to make or to liquidate any investment shall be made by
the officers designated by action of the board of supervisors. (b) The board of supervisors shall invest
Township funds consistent with sound business practice. (c) The board of supervisors shall provide for an
investment program subject to restrictions contained in this act and in any other applicable statute and any
rules and regulations adopted by the board of supervisors. (d) Authorized types of investments of
Township funds are: (1) United States Treasury bills. (2) Short-term obligations of the Federal
Government or its agencies or instrumentalities. (3) Deposits in savings accounts or time deposits, other
than certificates of deposit, or share accounts of institutions insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, the National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund, the Pennsylvania Deposit Insurance
Corporation or the Pennsylvania Savings Association Insurance Corporation, or their successor agencies,
to the extent that the accounts are so insured and, for any amounts above the insured maximum, if
approved collateral therefor is pledged by the depository. (4) Obligations of the United States of America
or any of its agencies or instrumentalities backed by the full faith and credit of the United States of
America, of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or any of its agencies or instrumentalities backed by the
full faith and credit of the Commonwealth or of any political subdivision of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania or any of its agencies or instrumentalities backed by the full faith and credit of the political
subdivision. (5) Shares of an investment company registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940
(54 Stat. 789, 15 U.S.C. § 80a-l et seq.), whose shares are registered under the Securities Act of 1933 (48
Stat. 74, 15 U.S.C. § 77a et seq.), if the only investments of that company are in the authorized
investments for Township funds listed in paragraphs (1) through (4). (6) Certificates of deposit purchased
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from institutions insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the National Credit Union Share
Insurance Fund, the Pennsylvania Deposit Insurance Corporation or the Pennsylvania Savings
Association Insurance Corporation, or their successor agencies, to the extent that the accounts are so
insured. However, for any amounts above the insured maximum, the certificates of deposit shall be
secured by a pledge or assignment of assets of the institution, and the collateral may include loans,
including interest in pools of loans, secured by first mortgage liens on real property. Certificates of
deposit purchased from commercial banks shall be limited to an amount equal to twenty percent of a
bank's total capital and surplus. Certificates of deposit purchased from savings and loan associations or
savings banks shall be limited to an amount equal to twenty percent of an institution's assets minus
liabilities. (7) Any investment authorized by 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 73 (relating to fiduciaries investments). This
paragraph is limited to investments for any pension or retirement fund. (e) In making investments of
Township funds, the board of supervisors may: (1) Permit assets pledged as collateral under subsection
(d)(3) to be pooled under the act of August 6, 1971 (P.L. 281, No. 72), entitled "An act standardizing the
procedures for pledges of assets to secure deposits of public funds with banking institutions pursuant to
other laws; establishing a standard rule for the types, amounts and valuations of assets eligible to be used
as collateral for deposits of public funds; permitting assets to be pledged against deposits on a pooled
basis; and authorizing the appointment of custodians to act as pledgees of assets." (2) Combine moneys
from more than one fund under Township control for the purchase of a single investment if each of the
funds combined for the purpose is accounted for separately in all respects and the earnings from the
investment are separately and individually computed and recorded and credited to the accounts from
which the investment was purchased. (3) Join with one or more other municipal corporations,
municipality authorities or school districts under the act of July 12, 1972 (P.L. 762, No. 180), referred to
as the Intergovernmental Cooperation Law, in the purchase of a single investment if the requirements of
paragraph (2) on separate accounting of individual funds and separate computation, recording and
crediting of the earnings therefrom are adhered to.
Section 2409. Tax Levies. The board of supervisors may by ordinance levy taxes upon all real property
within the Township made taxable for Township purposes as ascertained by the last adjusted valuation for
the purposes of financing the operations of Township under this Charter.
Section 2410. Tax Rate to be Expressed in Dollars and Cents. When the board of supervisors by
resolution establishes the rate of taxation for any year at a mill rate, the resolution shall also include a
statement expressing the rate of taxation in dollars and cents on each one hundred dollars ($100) of
assessed valuation of taxable property.
Section 2411. Limit on Annual Increases in Total Tax revenues. (a) In no year shall the sum of budgeted
general and special purpose total tax revenues exceed 108 percent of the preceding year’s budgeted total
tax revenues for general and special purposes, and, if necessary, the Township shall take appropriate
action to reduce budgeted total tax revenues to accomplish this. The calculation of this limitation shall
exclude real estate tax revenues dedicated to debt service. (b)Notwithstanding the limitation set forth in
this section, total budgeted tax revenues may be raised to an amount greater than 108 percent of the
preceding year’s budgeted total tax revenues upon adoption by the board of supervisors of a resolution
showing due cause for such an increase and approval by the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County
upon petition. (c) The 108 percent limit set forth in this section, and the process for exceeding this limit,
shall apply to any year in which assessment figures resulting from a Countywide revision of assessment
of real property or a change in the predetermined assessment ratio are used for the first time for Township
tax purposes. For the purpose of determining the amount of taxes to be levied in the first year after a
Countywide revision of assessment of real property or a change in the predetermined assessment ratio,
any increase from the preceding year in the amount of real estate taxes to be levied on newly-constructed
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structures, on increased valuations based on new improvements made to existing structures or properties,
and on properties not previously on the tax roles shall be excluded.
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ARTICLE XXV COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS
Section 2501. Assessments Collected by Tax Collector. (a) When any assessment for streetlights, fire
hydrant service, police protection or other service is implemented by the board of supervisors and charged
to the tax collector for collection, assessments for the service shall be filed with the Township tax
collector. The tax collector shall give thirty days' notice that the assessments are due and payable. The
notice shall state the due date to each party assessed and be served by mailing notice to the owner of the
property. The tax collector is entitled to the same commission for the collection of these assessments as
for the collection of the general Township tax. If any assessment remains unpaid ninety days after the due
date, it shall be turned over to the Township solicitor for collection by means of an action in assumpsit for
recovery or a municipal lien filed against the property of the delinquent owner for the amount of the
unpaid assessment, plus interest established by the board of supervisors from the date the assessment was
due. If an owner has two or more lots against which there is an assessment for the same year, the lots shall
be embraced in one claim. Assessments, when collected, shall be paid over to the Township treasurer,
who shall deposit and keep them in a separate account, to be paid out only for expenses incurred in
providing the service. Each special assessment account shall be included in the annual independent audit
of
the
Township.
(b) When any assessment for refuse collection in special districts or other service is charged against the
owners, occupants or tenants of property within the Township, the collection of which is charged to the
tax collector, the assessments for the service shall be filed with the tax collector. The tax collector shall
give thirty days' notice that the assessments are due and payable. The notice shall state the due date to
each party assessed and be served by mailing to the owner, occupant or tenant of the property. If any
assessment remains unpaid ninety days after the due date, it shall be turned over to the Township solicitor
for collection by action in assumpsit for the amount of the unpaid assessment, plus interest established by
the board of supervisors from the date the assessment was due and all costs incurred in the collection of
the assessment. Assessments, when collected, shall be paid over to the Township treasurer, who shall
deposit and keep them in a separate account, to be paid out only for expenses incurred in providing the
service.
Section 2502. Assessments Collected by Township Treasurer. (a) When any assessment for construction,
maintenance and repair of street, sewer, water, sidewalks, curbs or other service is implemented by the
board of supervisors, the collection of which is not charged to the tax collector, the assessments for the
service shall be filed with the Township treasurer. The Township treasurer shall give thirty days' notice
that the assessments are due and payable. The notice shall state the due date to each party assessed and
shall be served by mailing it to the owner of the property. If any assessment remains unpaid ninety days
after the due date, it shall be turned over to the Township solicitor for collection by means of an action in
assumpsit for recovery or a municipal lien filed against the property of the delinquent owner for the
amount of the unpaid assessment, plus interest established by the board of supervisors from the date the
assessment was due. If an owner has two or more lots against which there is an assessment for the same
year, the lots shall be embraced in one claim. Upon receipt of payment of assessments, the Township
treasurer shall deposit the assessments in a separate account, to be paid out only for expenses incurred in
providing the service. (b) When any assessment for refuse collection or other service is charged against
the owners, occupants or tenants of property within the Township, the collection of which is not charged
to the tax collector, the assessments shall be filed with the Township treasurer. The Township treasurer
shall give thirty days' notice that the assessments are due and payable. The notice shall state the due date
to each party assessed and be served by mailing it to the owner, occupant or tenant of the property. If any
assessment remains unpaid ninety days after the due date, it shall be turned over to the Township solicitor
for collection by action in assumpsit for the amount of the unpaid assessment, plus interest established by
the board of supervisors from the date the assessment was due and all costs incurred in the collection of
the assessment. Upon receipt of the assessments, the Township treasurer shall deposit and keep them in a
separate account, to be paid out only for expenses incurred in providing the service.
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Section 2503. Installment Payments. (a) When the Township authorizes the construction or acquisition of
any sanitary sewer or system of sanitary sewers, or the improvement of any street or portion thereof, or
the installation of curbing or sidewalks, or a water supply or water systems, and all or part of the cost is
assessed against the properties benefited, improved or accommodated by the sewer or system of sewers,
or curbing or sidewalks, or water supply, or abutting upon the street or portion thereof, the board of
supervisors may authorize the payment of the assessment in equal annual or more frequent installments.
The ordinance shall specify the length of time over which the installments may be extended and whether
payments are to be made by annual or more frequent installments. Installments shall bear interest at a rate
not to exceed six percent or a higher amount equal to the amount of interest on the indebtedness, if any,
commencing at the time established by ordinance. If bonds have been issued and sold to provide for the
payment of any street improvement, the assessments shall not be payable beyond the term for which the
bonds are issued, and the expenses for the improvements and interest thereon to the first day when interest
is payable on the bonds shall be taken as the cost of the improvement to be assessed on the property
benefited. (b) Claims to secure the assessments shall be entered in the prothonotary's office of the county
at the same time and in the same form and shall be collected in the same manner as municipal claims are
filed and collected. (c) Assessments are payable to the Township treasurer in quarterly, semi-annual or
annual installments, with interest from the date from which interest is computed on the amount of the
assessments. (d) If there is a default in the payment of any installment and interest for a period of sixty
days after it becomes due, the entire assessment and accrued interest shall become due, and the Township
solicitor shall proceed to collect the assessment under the general laws relating to the collection of
municipal claims. (e) Any owner of property against whom any assessment is made may pay the
assessment in full, at any time, with interest and costs thereon to the due date of the next installment, and
that payment shall discharge the lien.
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ARTICLE XXVI EMINENT DOMAIN; ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES AND BENEFITS
Section 2601. Scope of Article. All eminent domain proceedings shall conform to the act of June 22,
1964 (Sp.Sess., P.L. 84, No. 6), known as the "Eminent Domain Code."
Section 2602. Value of Land or Property Not to be Assessed as Benefits. In the appropriation of land or
property for public use, other than for roads, it is not lawful to assess any portion of the damage done to
or value of the land or property so appropriated against the other property adjoining or in the vicinity of
the land or property so appropriated.
Section 2603. Title Acquired. When land or property is taken under eminent domain proceedings, other
than for road purposes, or is acquired by gift, purchase or otherwise, the title obtained by the Township is
in fee simple. In particular instances, a different title may by agreement be acquired.
Section 2604. Assessment of Damages and Benefits. The damages may be paid in whole or in part by the
Township or may be assessed in whole or in part upon the property benefited. In the latter case, the
viewers, having first determined the damages apart from the benefits, shall assess the total cost of the
improvement, or so much thereof as may be just and reasonable, upon the properties peculiarly benefited,
including in the assessment all parties for which damages have been allowed, and shall report the findings
to the court. The total assessment for benefits shall not exceed the total damages awarded or agreed upon.
Section 2605. Assessment Awards. In proceedings to assess damages and benefits, if the land or property
is both benefited and damaged by the improvements, the excess of damages over benefits or the excess of
benefits over damages, or nothing if the benefits and damages are equal, shall be awarded to or assessed
against the owner of land or property affected thereby.
Section 2606. Assessments to Bear Interest. All assessments for benefits and costs shall bear interest at
six percent annually from the expiration of thirty days after they have been finally ascertained and shall
be payable to the Township treasurer.
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ARTICLE XXVII ACTIONS BY PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP
Section 2701. Recovery of Municipal Claims. (a) In addition to the remedies under law for the filing of
liens for the collection of municipal claims, the Township may proceed for the recovery and collection of
any municipal claim by action of assumpsit against the person who was the owner of the property when
the improvement was completed, even if there was a failure on the part of the Township or its agents to
enter the municipal claim as a lien against the property assessed for the improvement, and for the
recovery of which the action of assumpsit was brought. (b) Any action in assumpsit shall be commenced
within three years after the completion of the improvement from which the claim arises.
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ARTICLE XXVIII—INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM
Section 2801. General Powers. In accordance with the procedures hereinafter provided, the voters of
Plymouth Township shall have the power to propose ordinances to the board of supervisors for its
consideration and to repeal ordinances adopted by the board of supervisors.
Section 2802. Procedures for Agenda Initiative. A petition signed by at least ten (10) percent of the total
votes cast for governor in the most recent gubernatorial election in the Township and filed with the
Township Secretary shall require the board of supervisors to consider a proposed ordinance at a public
meeting. The petition shall state the full text of the proposed ordinance, which shall be limited to one
subject related to township government clearly expressed in its title. The petition shall contain the
enacting clause: “Be it enacted by Plymouth Township under petition of its people.…” The petition shall
designate five of the individuals signing the petition as the Petitioners Committee, state the names and
mailing addresses of these individuals, indicate they are registered voters, and identify the mailing address
to which any notices to the Petitioners Committee shall be sent. If the board of supervisors fails to adopt
the proposed ordinance within 60 days after it is determined the petition is sufficient to meet the
provisions set forth in this Charter and as may be provided in the Administrative Code, other Township
ordinance, and applicable law no further action need be taken. A given ordinance may be brought to the
board of supervisors through agenda initiative only once in a 12-month period.
Section 2803. Limitations on the Power of Agenda Initiative. Agenda initiative powers shall not extend
to the adoption or amendment of the Township General Fund budget, capital budget, or other budgets and
the tax levies contained therein; the long range operational, fiscal, and capital plan; the Administrative
Code and Personnel Code; any ordinance fixing the salaries of elected Township officials or Township
employees, or relating to zoning regulations; or any ordinance for which the specific procedures for
adoption or amendment may be established by applicable law.
Section 2804. Procedures for Referendum.
A. Petitioners Committee. An application for a referendum petition stating the full text of the ordinance
proposed for repeal, signed by at least ten (10) registered voters, and filed with the Township
Secretary shall be necessary to commence the procedure for referendum. Those signing this
application shall be known as the Petitioners Committee and shall be responsible for coordinating the
circulation of the referendum petition and for filing it in the proper form. The application shall state
the names and mailing addresses of these individuals, indicate they are registered voters, and identify
the mailing address to which any notices to the Petitioners Committee shall be sent. Upon the filing
of a sufficient application, the Township Secretary shall issue petition forms to the Petitioners
Committee.
B. Petitions. A referendum petition seeking to repeal any other ordinance subject to referendum stating
the full text of the ordinance proposed for repeal, signed by registered voters equal in number to at
least five (5) percent of the total number of votes cast in Plymouth Township for the office of
Governor of Pennsylvania in the most recent general election for that office, and filed with the
Township Secretary within 14 days after the adoption of the ordinance shall serve to postpone its
effective date to the 60th day after adoption, unless it is determined the petition is not sufficient to
meet the provisions set forth in this Charter and as may be provided in the Administrative Code, other
township ordinance, and applicable law. Within this 60 day period a petition proposing a referendum
signed by a sufficient number of other registered voters so the total number of signatures is equal to at
least twenty (20) percent of the total number of votes cast in Plymouth Township for the office of
Governor of Pennsylvania in the most recent general election for that office and filed with the
Township Secretary shall cause the effective date of the ordinance to be further postponed pending
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the actions outlined in this Article, and the ordinance shall be referred to the board of supervisors for
its reconsideration as provided for in Section 10.06 D. of this Charter, unless it is determined the
petition is not sufficient to meet the provisions set forth in this Charter and as may be provided in the
Administrative Code, other township ordinance, and applicable law.
C. Reconsideration by Board of Supervisors. Within 30 days after the referendum petition is finally
determined to be sufficient, the board of supervisors shall reconsider the referred ordinance. If the
board of supervisors fails to repeal the referred ordinance during this period, the Board of Elections
and Registration shall cause the referred ordinance to be submitted to voters of the Township. Any
ordinance referred to the voters in this manner shall take effect only if the vote of a majority of those
voting on the referred ordinance is against its repeal.
D. Submission to Voters. The vote on a referred ordinance shall be held at the next primary, municipal,
or general election, whichever comes first, occurring not less than 13 Tuesdays after the board of
supervisors takes action not to repeal the referred ordinance or after the expiration of the board of
supervisors’ 30 day opportunity to repeal the ordinance, whichever occurs first. The Board of
Elections and Registration shall frame the question to be placed on the ballot and, if it deems
appropriate, an interpretive statement to accompany the question.
E. Public Notice. At least 30 days, but no more than 60 days, prior to the scheduled election, the
Township Secretary shall publish a summary of the referred ordinance in at least one daily newspaper
of general circulation in the Township and indicate where a full copy of the referred ordinance is
available for public inspection. The Township Secretary shall make full copies of the referred
ordinance available for public inspection at its office during normal Township business hours and at
public libraries within the Township. Further, the Township Secretary may post a copy on the
Township website and/or other electronic medium for at least 30 days prior to the election.
F. Approval and Effective Date. If the vote of the majority of those voting on the referred ordinance is
in favor of repeal, the ordinance shall be void and of no effect. If the vote of the majority of those
voting on the referred ordinance is against its repeal, it shall become effective immediately upon the
certification of the election results unless a later effective date is provided in the ordinance.
G. Limitation on Township Board of Supervisors’ Power to Reenact. Any ordinance rescinded by the
board of supervisors as a result of this process or repealed by the voters at a referendum provided for
in this Article shall not be reenacted by the board of supervisors within two years after such action.
Section 2805. Limitations on the Power of Referendum. Referendum powers shall not extend to the
adoption or amendment of the Township General Fund budget, capital budget, or other budgets and the
tax levies contained therein; the long range operational, fiscal, and capital plan; the Administrative Code
and Personnel Code; any ordinance fixing the salaries of elective Township officials or Township
employees, authorizing emergency loans, or relating to zoning regulations; any emergency or temporary
ordinance; or any ordinance for which the procedures for adoption or amendment may be established by
applicable law.
Section 2806. General Procedures, Form, and Sufficiency. Petitions for agenda initiative and referendum
petitions shall be governed by the procedures and rules for form and sufficiency set forth in this Charter
and as may be provided in the Administrative Code, other Township ordinance, and applicable law.
Petitions for agenda initiative and applications referendum petitions shall be filed with the Township
Secretary, who shall be the sole judge of their sufficiency.
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A. Determination by the Township Secretary. Within 20 days after the filing of any petition for agenda
initiative or referendum petition, the Township Secretary shall examine the application or petition and
determine whether it is sufficient to meet the provisions set forth in this Charter and as may be
provided in the Administrative Code, other township ordinance, and applicable law. If the Township
Secretary determines the application or petition is sufficient, it shall issue petition forms to the
Petitioners Committee or submit the petition to the board of supervisors for further action. If the
Township Secretary determines the application or petition is not sufficient, he/she shall certify the
application or petition as not sufficient and return it by registered mail to the Petitioners Committee
with a statement of the findings of fact to support its determination.
B. Review by the Board of Elections and Registration. Any determination by the Township Secretary on
any agenda initiative or referendum petition or any failure by the Township Secretary to make such a
determination within 20 days after the date of the filing shall be subject to review by the Board of
Elections and Registration, but only if such review is requested in writing by any Township resident
within ten days after the determination or within ten days after the expiration of the Township
Secretary’s 20 day opportunity to make a determination, whichever occurs first.
C. Determination by the Board of Elections and Registration. If the Board of Elections and Registration
determines the agenda initiative or referendum petition is sufficient to meet the provisions set forth in
this Charter and as may be provided in the Administrative Code, other Township ordinance, and
applicable law, it shall certify the petition and return it to the Township Secretary for he/she to submit
the petition to the board of supervisors for further action consistent with such determination. If the
Board of Elections and Registration determines the petition is not sufficient, it shall certify the
petition as not sufficient and return it by registered mail to the appropriate parties, with a statement of
the findings of fact to support the Board’s determination.
D. Judicial Review. Any determination by the Board of Elections and Registration on any agenda
initiative or referendum petition or any failure by the Board of Elections and Registration to make
such a determination within 20 days after being requested to do so shall be subject to review by the
Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County, but only if such review is requested in writing by any
Township resident within ten days after such determination or within ten days after the expiration of
the Board of Elections and Registration’s 20 day opportunity to make a determination, whichever
occurs first. In such cases any Township resident shall have standing to apply for judicial review, and
the Court shall have jurisdiction.
E. Determination by the Court. If the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County determines the agenda
initiative or referendum petition is sufficient to meet the provisions set forth in this Charter and as
may be provided in the Administrative Code, other Township ordinance, and applicable law, it shall
certify the petition as sufficient and shall return it to the Township Secretary for submission of the
petition to the board of supervisors for further action consistent with such determination. If the Court
of Common Pleas determines the petition is not sufficient, it shall certify the petition as not sufficient
and return it by registered mail to the appropriate parties, with a statement of the findings of fact to
support the Court’s determination, and the petition shall become void and of no effect.
Section 2807. Other Authority for Initiative and Referendum. Nothing in this Article shall limit the use
of agenda initiative or referendum as may be provided for under applicable law including the procedure
for amending home rule charters as provided for in the Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, or
successor law.
Section 2808. Amendment. This Charter may be amended as provided for in the Home Rule Charter and
Optional Plans Law, or successor law.
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ARTICLE XXIX—ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Section 2901. Administrative Code. There shall be an Administrative Code that shall set forth Township
policy regarding budget, finance, and accounting systems, personnel system, code of ethics, purchasing
policy, and other policies and procedures deemed necessary by the board of supervisors in the
organization, administrative structure, procedures, or operations of the Township government.
Section 2902. Procedure for Adoption. Within one year after the effective date of this Charter, the
Township Administrator shall propose and submit to the board of supervisors an Administrative Code for
the Township government. The board of supervisors shall adopt an Administrative Code by ordinance
with or without amendments within two months after submission by the Township Administrator.
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ARTICLE XXX—TRANSITION
Section 3001. Effective Date. The effective date of the Charter will be January 2, 2012, except for the
Transition Provisions of this Article which will become effective with the adoption of the Charter.
Section 3002. Effect on Current Township Supervisors. Township Supervisors in office at the date this
Charter is effective shall continue in office for the remainder of the term for which they were elected. On
the effective date of this Charter, they shall assume the duties of the Board of Supervisors as set forth in
this Charter and shall receive the compensation as specified herein.
Section 3003. Effect on Elected Auditors. The elected auditors in office at the effective date of this
Charter shall continue in office to the end of their respective terms. Should an elected auditor die, resign,
or otherwise be removed from office prior to the expiration of the term of office for which elected, after
the effective date of this Charter, no replacement or successor shall be elected or appointed. The
Independent Outside Auditor shall perform the annual audit as of this Charter.
Section 3004. Rights and Privileges. Nothing in this Charter, except as otherwise specifically provided,
shall effect or impair the rights and privileges of persons who are officers, independent agents, or
employees at the time of the adoption of this Charter.
Section 3005. Transition Committee. In order to accomplish an orderly transition from the old to the
new form of government provided by this Charter, and to insure that all necessary action is taken in order
that the Charter will be fully operational on its effective date, the Board of Supervisors may form a
Transition Committee. The Board of Supervisors shall appoint the Recovery Plan Coordinator to the
Transition Committee, along with such other members as necessary, including currently serving members
of the Board of Supervisors.

